28/ 07/ 2002

Dr Ling: Voices calling for nenbers to close ranks grow ng stronger

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the voice of the
grassroots calling on nenbers to close ranks and set all differences aside
was grow ng increasingly strong.

He said unlike previous general assenblies where speakers often used the
debates to |l aunch personal attacks at other menbers, nost speakers this
year echoed the call for greater unity in the party.

"I amalso glad that the assenbly has unani nously endorsed Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s peace plan,” he said after the
MCA's 49t h annual general assenbly at Dewan San Choon in Wsma MCA

He said during the debates, there were al so new i deas nooted by
del egates on how to inprove discipline among nenbers.

Dr Ling said sone of the suggestions were good and he woul d study and
suggest themto the party's central conmittee.

He said party nmenbers were proud that the MCA-run Universiti Tunku Abdu
Rahman (Ut ar) had progressed so well and was benefiting students of al
races.

"Building the alnost RML billion seven-storey Utar conplex in Setapak to
acconmodate its growi ng needs will be the party's biggest challenge in the
com ng years," he added.

Upon conpl etion, the new multi-purpose Utar Conplex will, anmong others,
consi st of four lecture halls, 16 lecture roons and a three-storey library
and resource centre.

On MCA's stand on the teaching of Science and Mathematics in English in
phases from next year, Dr Ling said the party understood the inportance of
t he | anguage and was confident the Government would look into all aspects
of its inplenentation.

"W support the nove as this will help inprove the overall standard of
English," he said.

On the poor attendance of delegates after the |unch break, Dr Ling said
party | eaders would | ook into ways to overcone the probl em

A total of 2,288 del egates attended the assenbly in the norning, but
there were only about 500 after the lunch break
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