01 NOV 2002
Mahat hi r - Put eri
PM REM NDS PUTERI UWNO MEMBERS TO STRI KE A BALANCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
rem nded Puteri Umo nmenbers to strike a bal ance between their rolein
pursuing the struggles of the party and their responsibility as nothers and
to their famlies.

The prinme mnister said that Puteri Umo nenbers who represent the
younger generation should not only be active in politics but should al so
pronote a new culture to ensure that the future generation was nore
progressi ve.

He said that nenbers of the novenent now had a greater role and
responsi bility in managi ng their honmes due to the prevailing situation
where the nmen, especially anong the Mal ays, fail to excel unlike the wonen.

"W cannot rely too nuch on the nen nowadays and we depend on t he
wonen. As Puteri Umo (menbers), their responsibility is greater than the
nmen i n the character devel opnent of the children so that they are inlcined
towards progress and achi everment," he sai d when openi ng the inaugura
Puteri Umo Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

The novement was declared as a new entity of Umo on June 20.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that the wonen in the country
shoul d inculcate in their children noble values and the spirit of
achi evenent especially in terns of being prepared to strive for personal
achi evenent s besi des uphol di ng a hi gh degree of discipline.

"While we want the Puteri (nmenbers) to be active in politics
responsibility at home in bringing up their children to becone Ml ays
capabl e of achei venent must not be negl ected,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who repeated many times that such responsibility should
not be negl ected, expressed confidence that the women in the country were
capabl e of shoul dering this burden in the interest of the race.

He said that Malaysia's aspiration to becone a devel oped nation by 2020
coul d not be easily achi eved but this was al so not sonet hi ng i npossi bl e.

The peopl e especially the Mal ays, he said, had the capability and
capacity for achi evenent and progress but the obstacle was the
characteristics of the Mal ays especi ally the men who were not prepared to
enhance their capabilities.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed his di sappoi ntnent over the attitude of the
Mal ays who have capabilities but fail tofully utilise themto attain
progr ess.

Emphasi si ng t he i mportance of the novenent, he said that the newentity
of Umo was set up to enabl e the younger generation especially the younger
wonen to be active in politics and to be free to express their views and
opi ni on.

He said that even though Wanita Umo was al ready i n existence to
represent the wonen, the fact that the younger wonmen felt awkward and
unconfortable in the presence of their seniors nust be accepted.

"Puteri Umo provides an opportunity for the younger generationto join
Umo and they will not feel awkward and unconfortabl e anong t heir peers.
They' Il feel free," he said, expressing the hope that the nmovenent woul d
becone a vital wing of the party to pursue the party's struggl es.

He said that the novenent was now a big threat to the opposition to the
extent that there were directives issued that their every action nmust be
nmoni t or ed.

Rel ating the significance of Umo when it was set up 56 years ago, the



Umo president said that many Mal ays no | onger feel indebted to the party
whi ch struggl ed for the race and i ndependence of the nation and i nstead
felt that there was no | onger a need for political power, thinking that

t hey had achi eved everyt hi ng.

"That's the reality nowthat sonmetines it's difficult to rem nd t hem of
t he significance of Umo. Under such circunstances, it's difficult to gain
their support but we believe that with the support of the younger
generation, they will better understand the i nportance of pursuingthe
struggl es of the race," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded Puteri Umo nmenbers that they would al so
becone ol der and join the generation of Umo | eaders who face politica
chal I enges and obst acl es.

As a denocratic party, he said, Umo nenbers coul d contest for posts
but such contests nust be conducted wi th decorumand in accordance with
procedures.

"W do not condone crimes or abuses of power but a person is innocent
until proven guilty. As far as |' mconcerned, until the guilt of a person
has been proven, it is not wong for himto take part in politics and he's
entitled to secure positions," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so reni nded Puteri Ummo nmenbers to pursue their politica
activities through Umo on reaching 35 so that their politica
participation would be nore neani ngful .

"By moving on to the Wanita novenent, Puteri's participationwll be
nor e meani ngful and they can provi de gui dance to Puteri (nenbers). The
party's struggl es can be further pursued," he said.
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