14 APR 2002
Ghapur - Umo
STOP HARPI NG ON RACI AL | SSUES, SABAH UWNO MEMBERS TOLD

TAWAU, April 14 (Bernama) -- Mnister in the Chief Mnister's
Depar t ment Dat uk Abdul CGhapur Sall eh has call ed on Sabah Umo nenbers to
refrain fromraising political issues related to ethnic groups.

Abdul Ghapur, who i s the Tawau Umo di vi si on head, said Umo bel onged
to all regardless of their ethnic origin and hence no such i ssues shoul d be
raised.

"There is no place in Umo for those who |ike to harp on raci al
sentiments as this is detrinmental and can create splits (within the party).
"What is inportant is to unite, as a weak Umo wi |l jeopardise the
strength of the other Barisan Nasi onal (BN) conponent nmenbers,"” he saidin

hi s speech when openi ng the Tawau Umo del egat es conference here today.

Abdul Ghapur urged Umo nmenbers to focus on unity to ensure that the
party continued receiving full support fromthe people.

"Do not squabbl e anong oursel ves as if this happens, thenit will be a
loss to Umo itsel f," he said.

Abdul Chapur al so | anbasted t he opposition for trying to deterni ne who
shoul d take over fromparty president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad when
he retires.

"As party nenbers, we in Umo fully support the | eadership of Dr
Mahat hir," he said.
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