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KUALA LUWMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- The United States Ambassador to
Mal aysi a Mari e Huht al a has descri bed as out rageous suggestions that her
country mght have had a hand in the Oct 12 deadly bombing in Bali.

"That is just outrageous. | get very angry when | hear that. To even
suggest that our governnent has anything to do with an act of terror is
crazy, particularly since we have been the victinms of the worst act of
terror so far inthe world,"” she said, alluding to the Sept 11, 2001
terrorist attacks on the US

Anong t hose who suggest ed possi bl e Anerican i nvol venent in the bonbi ng
of a nightclub on the Indonesian resort island, which killed nearly 200
young peopl e, nostly tourists, were several newspapers and | ndonesi an
Parlianentari ans.

They clained that it was carried out to enable foreigners to gain a
foothold in the running of |ndonesia.

In an interview w th Bernama, the anbassador said that Washi ngt on woul d
do everything it could to work with governnents around the world to stop
the scourge of terrorism

Huht al a al so outrightly di sm ssed suspicions that the Bali car-bonb
bl ast was engineered as a pretext to strengthen US position in this region.

"We do not need to use that kind of a pretext. W have good rel ations
inthis region. W are not |ooking to assert force i n Sout heast Asi a,
that's very far fromour objectives," she said.

Huhtal a said the US cooperated with each one of the countries in a
slightly different way because the rel ati onshi ps i nvol ved were slightly
different.

"In the case of the Philippines, for instance, we have a nilitary
alliance as they asked us to send in our troops to do training."

"Qther countries don't want mlitary help, and that's fine with us.
Maybe they woul d Ii ke intelligence cooperation, | aw enforcenent
cooperation. So we are very fl exi bl e about how we engage the countries in
this region," she said.

Describing the Bali tragedy as a wake-up call for all the countries in
Sout heast Asia, the anbassador said it showed that no one was safe from
possi ble terrorist attacks.

Huht al a sai d she was heartened to see that the Indonesi an Gover nnent
made a very strong statenent depl oring the nightclub borbing on an i sl and
t hat had been previously descri bed as a paradi se for foreign travellers.

"They recogni sed that they have a problemin their country. Each
country in Asean is approaching this issue (of terrorisn) in a different
way, and that makes sense because the situationis different in each
country."

"And we have no problemwi th that. W want to be hel pful with each
country in whatever way i s nost appropriate to their circunstances. And
that's how we have been approaching it," she said.

In this connection, she urged all countries in Southeast Asia to
continue to work closely with the USto conbat terrori smwhich "we now see
can happen anywhere, in any country, even in places that have no politica
si gni ficance."

On reports that the Tai wan Gover nnent was i nforned by the US about the
i mm nent attack on Bali one day before it happened, Huhtal a said this was
not quite the case



She said the US government |ate | ast week issued an updated warni ng
whi ch tal ked about the possibility of terrorists turningto "soft" targets
such as cl ubs, restaurants, schools and pl aces of worship.

Huht al a said this had been passed to all governnments and in fact, she
personally went to Wsnma Putra | ast Friday to pass the newalert to the
Mal aysi an Gover nnent .

"So not only the governnment in Taipei but every government in the
regi on got that warning | ast week, including the governnent of |ndonesia,"
she sai d.

"OF course no one could foresee the attack in Bali. No one warned about
it because no one knew about it."

The US Ambassador was al so asked for her conments on Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's remarks on the need to study the root
causes of terrorismin order to w pe out the nmenace.

Huhtal a said the US did not dispute that at all, what with a | ot of
di scussi ons and t hought being gi ven to what were the so-called root causes
of terrorism

However, she drove hone the point that no matter what the root cause
m ght be -- whether unhappiness with a certain policy, poverty, oppression
or others -- none of it ever justified nurdering i nnocent people."

"W had nearly 200 young peopl e nurdered on Saturday night in cold
bl ood. And | amsorry (to say) that there is no root cause out there that
justifies that."

"And | think studying the root causes can only get you so far. | think
you have to put alot of attention on sinply stopping these crimnal acts,
and that is the position of ny governnent as well."
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