22/ 12/ 2002

MCA mum over nove to refer duo to BN counci

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Barisan Nasional conmponent party |eaders today had
m xed reaction to the Umo supreme council's decision to let the
coalition's suprene council determ ne the disciplinary action that MCA
shoul d take against its two errant Penang State Assenbly nenbers.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihammad Muhammad Taib said the matter was a
BN i ssue and it was only proper for the BN suprene council to decide.

"W have to put our house in order. If this issue is not handl ed well,
it wll drag us down in the future," Mihanmad sai d when contact ed.

Yest erday, the Umo suprenme council decided that the matter woul d be
brought to the BN suprene council to determ ne the disciplinary action MCA
shoul d take against the two errant Assenbly menbers Tan Cheng Lian (Jaw )
and Li m Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat).

MCA | eaders, when contacted, were tight-1ipped over the Umo suprene
council's decision, but many felt that Umo had softened its stand over
the issue.

An MCA vice-president said frompreviously insisting that Tan and Li m be
sacked, Umo now wants the matter to be referred to the BN suprene
counci | .

"Let the issue rest. BN | eaders should not be naking unnecessary
statenments that would nake this issue nore conplicated,"” he added.

A Penang MCA | eader said the issue now had abated with the Umo suprene
counci | " s deci sion.

He added this al so showed that Umo was a reasonable party and was open
to other views. This was because Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad had said that the party now wanted to | et the BN suprene counci
handl e the issue after receiving "new information”

Cerakan secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye reiterated the party's stand
in wanting to forward its views on the issue to the BN suprene counci
during its meeting next nonth.

"Cerakan will table a report during the BN suprene council neeting. The
report will contain whatever proof on what president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k said earlier.”

But a Cerakan | eader denied that the Umo suprene council's decision
showed a softening of Umo's stand over the issue.

"I think it is Umo's tactical nmove. Umo is probably sending a polite
and di plomatic nessage to MCA, " said the | eader

On Nov 29, the Umo suprene council had recomrended the sacki ng of Tan
and Limfor abstaining in an Qpposition notion to postpone the RML. 02
billion Penang Quter Ring Road project in the State Legislative Assenbly.

The MCA presidential council, acting on recommendations of the MCA
di sciplinary board, had suspended the duo's menbership indefinitely.
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