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MCA branches in dispute perfectly legal, says Ling

M K. Megan

SHAH ALAM Fri. - MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the
legality of the 261 branches in dispute should not be questioned any nore
as they had been forned according to the | aw

"In every election year there is a cut-off point for new branches and in
this case it is Dec 31. The party's central committee nmet on or before Dec
31 to approve all the remai ning applications for branches and nmenbershi ps.

"The central conmmittee is the ultimate body. Al other matters after
that are only a formality including the subm ssion to the Registrar of
Soci eties,” he said.

He said the updated list with the party may not tally with that of ROS
[ist until such tine that the party had submtted to them

"But that does not nmean the branches were illegal, because they have
been approved by the central conmittee.

"If the ROS becones the ultimte body to approve branches it shoul d have
been stated in the law so that the parties can have their neetings early
and submit the Iist to ROS before the cut-off tinme," he said.

Furthernore, he said, the ROS should reply within seven days fromthe
subm ssion date of the new |ist.

"Qtherwise it is considered that the new |ist has been approved," added
Dr Ling after attending the one-day Sel angor Bari san Nasi onal Convention
at the Dewan Raja Muda Musa at the Sel angor Youth and Cul tural Conpl ex
here.

Dr Ling said the |l aw had been anended to nake sure that a political
party remai ned i ndependent, sovereign and had the powers to run the
activities by itself.

"No outside parties should file any protest seeking to declare the party
illegal,"” he said quoting Umo as an exanpl e.

"Umo did all the work but an outside party applied for it to be de-
regi stered,” he said.

He al so thanked Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad for
clarifying the situation of the 261 branches. Dr Mahathir had said the
affairs of political parties were not subject to the Governnent's or the
court's intervention.

VWhen asked if any disciplinary action would be taken agai nst any party
menbers for harping on the legality of the 261 branches, Dr Ling said he
woul d not be instigated into comenting on the matter.

"I ama very patient man. My nother and ny teachers all taught ne
patience is inportant in solving problens.™
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