02/ 12/ 2002
MCA council to decide on duo's fate

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The MCA presidential council will neet on Tuesday to
decide the fate of MCA duo Li m Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng
Liang (Jawi ).

VWil e there have been recommendations fromw thin the MCA and ot her
Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties for strict action to be taken agai nst
t he duo, several senior |leaders in the party insisted that Limand Tan
were not acting on their own and had been instructed to abstain from
vot i ng.

"We have received reliable informati on that the duo, anong other Penang
MCA waki | rakyat, were instructed not to vote or stay away when the notion
was passed," a senior party |eader said.

However, he said there was still insufficient evidence for themto go
public and it would be a matter of time before the truth was reveal ed.

"We are al so not sure why the duo were instructed to abstain though
t here have been runours that their action was ained at trying to discredit
t he Penang | eadershi p under Gerakan vice-president Tan Sri Koh Tsu Koon, "
he said.

A veteran MCA | eader, meanwhile, said the council, due to pressure from
BN conponent parties, would |ikely expel Limand Tan

He said a precedent on such behavi our was set by Gerakan when it
expelled its Sabah protem conmittee chairman Dat uk Kong Hong M ng (Kudat)
in 1996 when he failed to support a Sabah-BN sponsored Bill

"This coupled with the fact that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is BN chairman, had said Umo strongly recommended that the
duo be expelled from MCA and BN, would greatly influence the presidenti al
council's decision,"” the | eader said.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik had said yesterday the party
woul d consi der Umo's recomendati on

Li m and Tan had abstained fromvoting on a notion tabled by Law Heng
Ki ang (DAP-Bat u Lanchang) on the proposed RML. 02 billion Penang Quter Ring
Road.

Since then, several |eaders fromthe BN conponent parties, including
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, had descri bed
their action as a serious breach of discipline.

However, an MCA Youth | eader said expelling Limand Tan may not be the
best option as this would paint a negative picture in the eyes of the
community. "It was a different situation (when Gerakan expelled Kong in
1996) . Then, GCerakan was not plagued by any crisis.

"However, in MCA, the situation is different. The probl em of divisions
inthe party is not fully settled and the last thing we need is the
expul sion of two assenbl ynen to weaken the confidence of the Chinese in
the party,"” he said.

He urged BN conponent parties to be nore understandi ng, considering the
general election was not far off and the party needed all the strength and
support to face it.
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