14/ 12/ 2002
MCA di sci plinary board not satisfied with duo's reasons

Chow Kum Hor; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The MCA disciplinary board today said it was unhappy
with some of the reasons given by the two MCA Penang Assenbl ynmen for
abstaining in a notion tabled by the Cpposition at the State Legislative
Assenbly nmeeting on Nov 20.

Board chairman Dat uk Kam Won Wah said Li m Boo Chang (BN Dat uk Keranat)
and Tan Cheng Liang (BN-Jawi) were given the opportunity to explain their
actions at the two-hour neeting at Wsna MCA here.

"Though we are happy with some of the explanations given, we are al so
unhappy with sone others," he said.

The board al so recorded statenents from Penang MCA advi ser Datuk Dr Sak
Cheng Lum and secretary Datuk Koay Kar Huah.

Penang MCA State chai rman Wng Kam Hoong was unable to attend as he was
over seas.

"W have conpleted our investigations and will reconmend to the
presidential council by Monday the action deenmed suitable,” said Kam

The ot her board nenbers are Datuk Dr We Khoon Hock, Datuk Wng Seng
Chow, Datuk Chan Kit Chee and Wang Choon W ng.

Asked if the duo would be sacked, Kamrefused to comment, saying any
announcenent on the action to be taken agai nst Limand Tan woul d be nade
by the presidential council.

The council is expected to neet at noon on Monday.

Kam said there was no urgency in making a decision agai nst the duo today
as there was no danger between now and Monday of any el ected MCA
representatives abstaining in the |egislature.

However, it is learnt that the board is considering suspendi ng the duo
fromthe party for between six nonths and a year.

Limand Tan cane under fire fromfellow Barisan Nasi onal conponent
parties after they abstained fromvoting against an Cpposition notion to
defer the RML. 02 billion Penang Quter Ri ng Road (PORR) project.

The Umo suprene council had asked for their sacking.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had said al though BN coul d
not act against Limand Tan, the coalition was enpowered to determ ne the
menbership of parties in BN

At the board' s first neeting, Kamwote a |etter asking Penang Chi ef
M nister and State BN chairman Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon to explain the
ei ght unaccounted-for BN votes when the notion was tabl ed.

O the 30 BN representatives in the Penang State Legislative Assenbly,
18 voted agai nst the notion, two abstained, one was on | eave while the
ot her was the Speaker.

Responding to the request contained in a letter, Koh said it was
procedurally wong to send himthe letter, and that it should have been
addressed to the State BN secretary-general instead.

CGer akan secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye has since said that the
board's request smacked of a delaying tactic.

Kam when asked if Koh had replied to the board' s letter, said the
Penang BN secretary-general had done so on behalf of Koh and that the
board was satisfied with the reply.

Meanwhi |l e, Lim said he appreciated that the party had gi ven him an
opportunity to be heard and that he was prepared to abi de by whatever
deci sion taken by the party.

"I do not want to say nuch as it may be prejudicial”, said Lim



Tan, when asked what action would be taken against her, said: "I do not
want to speculate. W will know in due course."
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