10/ 06/ 2002

Dr Ling: MCA grassroots menbers' response to PMs peace plan good

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - MCA grassroots menbers have responded well to the
peace plan proposed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad,
party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

"Mbst wel conme it because they know that it is unhealthy to go on
quarrelling. We should not waste tine and we shoul d i nstead conti nue doi ng
positive things which require energy,"” he said.

Dr Ling said it was inportant to note that 99 per cent of the party's
branches and divi sions, including the Wanita and Yout h novenents, had
conpl eted their no-contest elections snoothly foll owi ng the peace agenda
pr oposal

Speaki ng to newsnen after officiating at the Sabah MCA annual convention
at Shangri-La Tanjung Aru Resort, near here, Dr Ling said mnor problens
such as the possibility of contests at three or four of the 166 divi sions,
woul d be ironed out in due course.

Al so present at the opening were deputy president Datuk Lim Ah Lek
vi ce-presidents Datuk Ong Ka Ting and Datuk Chua Jui Meng, secretary-
general Datuk Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh, national Wanita chairman Datuk Dr Ng
Yen Yen and MCA Sabah chai rman Dat uk Edward Khoo.

Khoo in his speech described the ability of the party to solve its
probl ens as a "bl essing".

"What has happened shoul d be viewed as a problem of the past and we
should strive to enmerge fromthis adversity with the strong conviction of
pl acing party interests above self interests.

"Despite the tenporary setback faced recently, | am confident that good
sense will eventually prevail anong the | eadership for the sake of the
party,"” he said.

( END)
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