08 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - MCA
MAHATHI R GLAD HI S PEACE PLAN ACCEPTED BY MCA MEMBER

PUTRAJAYA, May 8 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today that he is glad that his proposed peace pl an has been
wel | accepted by the majority of MCA menbers including rival |eaders in the
party.

He said that MCA nmenbers could forget about their quarrel and | ook
forward to strengthening the party.

"As a senior nenber in Barisan Nasional, it is inportant that MCA
remains strong to ensure the stability of the coalition,” he told a
gat hering of 500 peopl e representing 200 Chi nese associ ati ons and gui |l ds at
Laman Putra here to showtheir support for the prinme mnister inresolving
the MCA crisis.

Dr Mahathir said that initially, when problens started in the MCA he
felt that he should leave it to the party | eaders to resol ve the problem
t hensel ves.

"But it becane clear that they cannot resolve their probl ens w thout
sone hel p, so | nade sone suggestions," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that he was happy that the two facti ons had accept ed
hi s suggestion and because of it, the party is back as a united force.

"They (Team A & Team B) have been tal ki ng together and they told ne
t hat they have achi eved 90 per cent support of a single list of
candi dates...that neans no contest," he said.

Dr Mahathir urged new |l eaders in MCA to forget about their past
gquarrels and to focus on efforts to strengthen the party.

"The nost inportant is not who wins but the nost inportant is that the
MCA wi ns," he said, net by applause fromthe crowd.

Dr Mahathir said that the MCA nust always renmain strong for the benefit
of the Chinese comunity in the country.

Earlier, Thomas Leong fromthe Mal aysi a Hai nanese Graduates and
Prof essional Guild praised Dr Mahathir for his invol venent in the MCA
crisis.

He said that the Chi nese community does not vi ew the peace proposal as
an interference by Umo and any such suggestion is m schi evous and
danger ous.

He | ater presented Dr Mahathir a scroll with Chinese caligraphy which,
transl ated, neans that "Wen a horse is given a task, it brings great
success". "Ma" in Chinese nmeans "horse", referring to "Mihathir".
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