16 DEC 2002

Abdul | ah- MCA

MCA PRESI DENTI AL COUNCI L' S DECI SI O\ ABDULLAH WANTS EXPLANATI ON FROM
MCA

KUCHI NG Dec 16 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badawi wants an expl anation from MCA regardi ng the suspensi on
sentence inmposed by its presidential council against its two Penang
assenbl ynen.

"I certainly want to know what it neans by “indefinitely'...if
“indefinitely' is to nean until the end of their respective terns as BN
el ected representatives, then it could be viewed as a stern deci sion,
meani ng no nore role for themas BN assenbl ynen," he reporters after
attending a Hari Raya get-together organi sed by the Sarawak Mal ay Cultura
Foundation and H knmah at the Petra Jaya Unity Stadi umhere tonight.

The MCA Presidential Council today decided to suspend indefinitely Tan
Cheng Liang (BN-Jawi) and Li m Boo Chang (BN-Datuk Keramat) for their
actions when they decided to abstain fromvoting against a DAP notion to
defer the RML. 02 billion Penang Quter Ring Road (PORR) Project until the
conpl etion of the RMA00 nmillion Jelutong Expressway during the Penang state
| egi slative assenbly sitting on Nov 21.

However Abdullah said that if the suspension was for a short period of
time then it would be neaningl ess and woul d not comensurate with the
gravity of the offence commtted.

He said MCA woul d probably have expl ained the rationale of the
presidential council's decision to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who is al so the BN Chairnan.

Earlier in his speech at the function, Abdullah said the tradition of
hol di ng open house during festive seasons nust be continued to pronote
greater unity anong the various races in the country.

He said the country's greatest achi evenent was the strong unity which
prevail ed anong its people.

Al so present at the function was Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib
Mahmud and or gani sing conmittee chai rman Senator Datuk Taha Ariffin who is
Sarawak Mal ay Cul tural Foundaton Deputy Chairnan.
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