17/ 12/ 2002
MCA suspends Lim Tan (HL)

Patri ck Sennyah; Chow Kum Hor

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The MCA presidential council today suspended
indefinitely the party nenbership of its two errant Penang State Assenbly
menbers, Lim Boo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi ), with

i medi ate effect.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said this was the
recomendati on of the party's disciplinary board which net on Friday and
unani nously agreed to the suspension

On the position of Limand Tan as assenbly nenbers, Dr Ling said they
were el ected by the people and would continue as they had a responsibility
to serve their constituents.

Dr Ling, in explaining what transpired during the neeting and how t he
council cane to the decision, said: "Based on the collective w sdomof the
council, we accept and respect the recommendati on of the disciplinary
com ttee.

"However, according to the party constitution, if Limand Tan are
unhappy with the decision, they can appeal to the party's central
conmittee within 14 days."

Dr Ling said he had also nmet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is al so Barisan Nasional chairman, over this issue on two
occasi ons, but declined to el aborate on what Dr Mahathir had said.

"W will convey the decision to Dr Mahathir imediately. Qur secretary-
general Datuk Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh will call the BN headquarters and
followup with an official letter."

Limand Tan cane under fire fromfell ow BN conmponent parties after they
abstai ned fromvoting against an Qpposition notion to defer the RML. 02
billion Penang Quter Ri ng Road (PORR) project.

Asked if he thought the penalty was sufficient considering other BN
conponent parties, including Umo and Gerakan, had pushed for the two to
be expelled, Dr Ling said: "The penalty is serious and appropriate. If
they want to appeal, that is their right and I don't want to specul ate
what the central committee may decide.”

O the 21 presidential council menbers, 16, sone through proxies, voted
in favour of the disciplinary commttee's recomendations, while four
nmenbers were absent and one abst ai ned.

Those absent were party deputy president Datuk Seri Lim Ah Lek, vice-
presidents Datuk Chua Jui Meng and Dat uk Chan Kong Choy and Yout h chi ef
Dat uk Ong Tee Keat, while Datuk Fu Ah Ki ow abst ai ned.

Al five are aligned to the Team B faction of the party |l ed by Ah Lek

Expl ai ning the effect of the suspension and the role of the two as
assenbly nenbers, the MCA president said: "They will be outside the party.
They will not be able to use party resources as they are now suspended
fromthe MCA, " he said, adding that Limand Tan woul d receive soon an
official letter fromthe party on their suspension

He al so refused to reveal details of the disciplinary committee's
findi ngs.

On whet her the decision would be acceptable to other MCA nenbers, he
said it was not right to specul ate on what others think

"The disciplinary conmttee consists of party veterans who are all very
experi enced and nmade their recomendati ons after careful deliberations.
The presidential council, on its part has decided to accept their
reconmendati ons. "



The disciplinary conmttee is chaired by Datuk Kam Won Wah and consi sts
of four other nenbers - Datuk Dr Wee Khoon Hock, Datuk Wong Seng Chow,
Dat uk Chan Kit Chee and Wang Choon W ng.

On all egati ons by Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k on
Sat urday that Penang MCA chai rman Wng Kam Hoong was the "instigator" of
the actions of Limand Tan, Dr Ling said Wng had replied to the
al l egations and he (Dr Ling) had nothing to add.

"The PORR is not a Federal Governnent project and we don't have a clue
what it involves. As far as we're concerned, we don't want to nake a stand
on somet hi ng we know not hi ng about,” he said when asked what MCA s
official stand on PORR was.

Meanwhil e, Ting said the two were still MCA nenbers, but had lost their
rights in the party, including using party resources.
"They are still friends of the BN, " he said, adding that he believed

that this could be the first time MCA suspended an el ected representative.
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