16 DEC 2002
MCA- Suspensi on
MCA SUSPENDS TWO PENANG ASSEMBLYMEN OVER ANTI - PORR STANCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 16 (Bernama) -- The MCA has suspended indefinitely
its two Penang state assenbl ynen over the Penang OQuter R ng Road (PORR)
i ssue.

The MCA Presidential Council unani nously decided on the indefinite
suspensi on of Tan Cheng Liang (Jawi ) and Li m Boo Chang (Datuk Kramat),
party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik announced after the council's
meeti ng here today.

The Presidential Council's decision was based on the party's
disciplinary comrittee's recommendation, he told reporters.

Tan and Li m have abstai ned fromvoting against a DAP notion in the
Penang state assenbly on Nov 21 to defer the RML. 02billion PORR project
until after the conpletion of the RVA00 million Jel utong Expressway.

Thi s caused an uproar anpong Bari san Nasional (BN) component parties in
the state which felt that the trend, if |left unchecked, would cause ngjor
problens in the ruling coalition

The BN took up the matter at its Suprenme Council neeting and deci ded
that the MCA should be left to nmete out the appropriate punishnment agai nst
the two state assenbl ynen.

The MCA Presidential Council then directed the party's disciplinary
comm ttee, headed by Dat uk Kam Won Wah, to investigate the natter and
reconmend the type of action to be taken agai nst the duo. The neeting today
was to endorse the disciplinary comittee' s decision.

"They (MCA disciplinary comm ttee) unani nously recommended that we
suspend indefinitely the nenbership of the two state assenblynen. This is
the coll ective wi sdom of the disciplinary comrttee and the Presidenti al
Counci| has decided to accept and respect their recomrendation,” said Ling.

He said that the suspension would take effect i mediately, w thout a
time limt.

Ling said that he spoke to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is BN chairman, on the matter before Dr Mahathir left for
Japan | ast week.

"This is a norrmal practice on all major issues...| always consult the
Prime M nister because as the father of BN, and when you sit at the top,
you have a wi der overview of things,"” said Ling, who is Transport M nister.

He said that the penalty inposed on the two state assenbl ynen was a
"serious and appropriate disciplinary action."”

Tan and Lim he said, can appeal to the party's Central Comm ttee
within the next 14 days if they were not satisfied with the Presidenti al
Counci | 's decision, in accordance with the MCA constitution.

He said that the party would al so convey its decision to the BN
secretariat as soon as possible.

Ling said that the MCA would also wite to the two assenbl ynen to
convey the ruling but "they would continue as the state assenbl ynen"

"They are el ected state assenbl ynen by the people. They will still have
the responsiblty to the people who elected themto serve themwell," Ling
sai d.

However, he said that the two state MCA assenbl ynen woul d not be
allowed to use the party nachinery in carrying out their duties.

Ling al so declined to reveal the content of the investigation conducted
by the party's disciplinary comittee.

Asked on his advice to the state assenbl ynen, he said: "Let nme think



about it. Right now, no."

Asked on MCA's stand on the PORR, Ling said: "PORR is not a federal
project, people like me don't have a clue what PORR is about. Because it is
a Penang outer ring road...it is not a Federal Territory outer ring road or
Johor outer ring road project. So, as far as we are concerned, we don't
have a clue and we don't want to nake a stand on things we don't know
anyt hi ng about . "
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