19 APR 2002
EGW Cancel | ed
MCA TEAM B CALLS OFF EGM ON PRI ME M Nl STER S ADVI CE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 19 (Bernama) -- The MCA Team B has cancel |l ed the
Extraordi nary CGeneral Meeting (EGW scheduled to be held this Sunday, MCA
deputy president Datuk LimAh Lek said today.

Lim the Team B | eader, said the decision was taken on the advice of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who is the Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) chai r man.

It had al so been decided that the party's general assenbly would
proceed as schedul ed in June but that el ections at the division and state
| evel s and for the party's top posts had been "called off", he told a press
conference here.

Limsaid that the calling off of elections was in accordance with the
"agenda of peace and stability" proposed by the Prine Mnister.

"The Prinme Mnister and Chairman of Barisan Nasional has given the
advice to both sides in the MCA and his advice has provided the franmework
for resolution of the present split within the party," he said in a
statement read out at the press conference.

"The advice of the Prime M nister-cumchairman of Barisan Nasional was
driven by the desire for unity which is a true spirit of the BN and is
based on trust and equitable terns which include calling off the EGVM as
well as the party elections fromdivisional |evel onwards.

"However, the schedul ed division, state neetings and general assenblies
will proceed as usual but without elections," the statenent said.

When asked whet her Team A had agreed to the calling off of the party
election in June, Limsaid: "I cannot speak on behalf of them (Team A). You
have to ask them Please stick to the statenent.”

However, party secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh, in an
i medi ate reaction, said party elections at all |evels would go on as
schedul ed.

"I amquite surprised with the announcenent that the el ections have
been cancelled...this would only confuse the grassroots and is not good for
the party,” he told reporters at the party headquarters here.

Dr Ting said the party constitution stipulated that el ections nust be
hel d every three years and nust be hel d before Aug 31.

He said only the Central Conmittee (CC) had the power to decide on such
matters while the president had the power to postpone the AGM

Limsaid that fromnow on there should no | onger be any Team A or Team
B

"From now on there should not be Team A or B...because we are tal king
about unity," he said.

Dr Ting said since the CC had al ready deci ded on the dates of
nom nati ons and el ections, calling off the el ections would only create
chaos.

"And as far as the MCA Election Steering Conmttee i s concerned, our
job is to ensure the snooth running of the elections,”" he said.

Dr Ting advised party nmenbers to check with the headquarters if they
had any doubts on the party el ecti ons.

"Any party announcenent rmust conme fromthe headquarters, either by ne
or the president," he said.

MCA presi dent and Team A | eader Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, when
contacted, said he woul d conmment on the matter |ater.

Dr Mahathir has intervened to resolve differences between the rival



factions, whose rift first surfaced with the purchase of Nanyang Press
Hol di ngs by the party |ast year.

The two groups were subsequently engaged in a dispute over the |ist of
del egates to the party elections, with Lims canp clainmng there were
phant om menbers.

In a neeting with Dr Ling on Saturday, Dr Mahat hir offered an agenda
for peace to resolve the problenms in the party.
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