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MCA- St at us
MCA TO MAI NTAI N STATUS QUO AT ALL LEVELS UNTIL 2005, SAYS DR LI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Al factions in the MCA have agreed
that the party elections will proceed as planned but there will be no
contest for all posts, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik announced
t oday.

He said the decision was made unani mously by the party's
deci si on- maki ng body, the central conmittee (CC), in support of the "Peace
and Stability Agenda" forwarded by Prime Mnister and Bari san Nasi onal
chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

Dr Ling said that incunbents for all posts fromthe divisional to the
national |levels would be renoninated to hold their respective posts for
another three-year term until 2005.

"We' ve deci ded uni nanpbusly to support the agenda and therefore the
status quo at all levels, fromdivision to state and national, will be
mai ntai ned," he told a nedia conference after a two-hour CC neeting at the
party headquarters, here.

The conference was attended by all the party | eaders -- those aligned
to the party president, or "TeamA', as well as to party deputy president
Dat uk Li m Ah Lek, or "Team B".

"We thank the prine mnister for his concern on our unity and we al so
agreed uninani nously to work together to maintain the peace and stability
inthe party," Dr Ling said.

He al so announced the new noni nati on and el ection dates for the
divisional level with nom nations to be held on May 10 and el ections for
di vision youth and wanita on May 14, followed by elections for the party
di vi sional posts on May 15.

He said the holding of the party elections was to conply with the
party's consitution which stipulates that el ections of office bearers at
all levels shall be held every three years.

"Under provisions of the constitution, we are duty bound to hold
el ections once in three years, so we have to strictly adhere to the
constitution and this is what we are doing," he added.

Dr Ling said party |eaders fromboth sides woul d advi se and persuade
their supporters to abide by the agenda forwarded by the prine mnister in
the interest of the Barisan Nasional.

"This is something we'll try to achieve. W will persuade the nenbers
inthe interest of the BN. W appeal to themto support the plan," he said.
Asked whether the CC decision to maintain the status quo at all levels

in the party is an advice or an order, Dr Ling said: "This is an advi ce and
we will advise thent.

Asked what action would be taken agai nst party nenbers who did not
mai ntain the status quo, he said: "W will cross the bridge when we cone to
it".

The deci sion on the status quo woul d al so apply to the youth section,
whi ch was suspended and pl aced under a three-nman comm ttee | ast year, he
said, adding that after the elections, the suspension would be lifted, he
added.

Meanwhi | e, Lim when asked whet her he was happy with the decision, said
he wel conmed the decision to nmaintain the status quo.

"What is npbst inportant is that the party should be united, we should
not be tal king about Team A and Team B. The prinme mnister has stressed
many tines that he wants to see 100 per cent MCA



"I think if we work together for the sake of the community and the
country, I"'mvery confident we will be able to achieve this,"” he said.

Asked by reporters | ater whether the CC decision also nmeant that a
verifying committee would be set up to check on the new nenbership list for
any phantom nenbers, Dr Ling said the list had been accepted for the branch
el ections and woul d continue to be accepted for the divisional |evel.

Lim however, refused to comment except to say that the nost inportant
thing was to adhere to the peace and stability agenda.

Under the prine minister's plan for the agenda, both sides are supposed
to sign a menorandum of understandi ng based on three principles.

They are that party elections at the divisional, state and nationa
| evel s be called off, that the party | eadership status quo remain and t hat
the extraordi nary general neeting (EGW called for by TeamB al so be call ed
of f.
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