27 NOV 2002
Ger akan- Assenbl ymen
MCA TOLD TO ACT ON ERRANT ASSEMBLYMEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 27 (Bername) -- The MCA | eadership shoul d have the
courage to discipline its own party nmenbers instead of forcing the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) to "wi eld the cane”, Gerakan Youth chai rman Mah Si ew Kong
sai d today.

He said that the BN | eadership had no choice but to take serious action
agai nst the two BN assenbl ynen from MCA, Li m Boo Chang and Tan Cheng Li ang,
who abstained fromvoting on a notion tabled by the opposition at the
Penang state assenbly recently.

"What use is it to stand under the BN banner if they cannot followthe
rules? And if they are let off scot-free, won't others feel that they too
can do as they wish?" he said in a statenent here

Mah said that not disciplining themwould start a dangerous precedent
wher eby di sl oyalty and indi sci pline were encour aged.

Conmenting on the matter yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said that the two assenbl ymen had conmitted a serious
breach of party discipline and could face disciplinary action.

The notion, tabled by the DAP, was to defer the construction of the
proposed RML. 02 billion Penang Quter Ring Road (PORR).

Ger akan Wani ta chai rman Dat uk Rhina Bhar said that both Tan and Lim
were two-term assenbl ynen who were nore than adequately know edgeabl e of
the BN spirit and code of practice in the state assenbly.

"The cardinal issue here is discipline and not the PORR issue or the
views and principles of the individual state assenblyman," she said.

Meanwhi | e, Gerakan vice-president Senator Datuk Dr S. Vijayaratnamsaid
that it was the duty of BN assenbl ynmen to object to notions by the
opposition that went agai nst the state governnent's policy.
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