02 JUN 2002
MCA- W&l cone
MCA VELCOVES OPENI NG OF MATRI CULATI ON COURSES TO NON- BUM S

KUALA LUMPUR, June 2 (Bernamm) -- The MCA today wel coned the
governnent's nove to open matricul ati on courses to non-Bum putera students
saying that it will spur national integration.

Its president, Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, said the decision taken at
the weekly cabi net neeting on Wednesday was historic and a step in the
right direction to foster closer relations anong the various races in the
country.

"Al'l owi ng non-Buni putera students to take up matricul ati on courses,
will not only help themget into government universities but also give an
opportunity for students of various races to mngle anong t hensel ves," he
sai d.

Dr Ling was speaking to reporters after attending Institute CECE
(I'nstitute Courses for Early Chil dhood Education) graduati on cerenony here.

On Thursday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, announced
that the governnment woul d all ow 10 per cent non-Bum putera participation at
all 22 universities and coll eges which run matricul ati on programes.

On another note, Dr Ling said the party would | eave all decisions
pertaining to MCA el ections to the party election steering committee headed
by MCA Secretary-General Datuk Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh.

He said this when asked to comment on fiery argunents which broke-out
at the MCA Sel angor Youth AGM held at the party headquarters here this
nor ni ng.

"W will leave it to the steering comrittee...we have decided to
mai ntain the status quo, there is nothing nore to add," said Dr Ling.

On Institute CECE, the MCA president said that the institute which was
part of the MCA's education wing would train more Orang Asli to teach
pre-schools at their respective localities.

El even Orang Asli graduated fromthe institute today and the MCA
pl anned to train nore of themin the near future

"This is good as it can help themteach Orang Asli children.... we wll
provide a grant of RWMb0, 000 for this purpose to the institute,” he added.
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