04 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - Doct or
MAHATHI R SAYS HE ALWAYS HAD FAI TH | N LOCAL DOCTORS

KUALA LUWMPUR, Dec 4 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today he has never doubted the ability of |ocal doctors and surgeons in
perform ng operations on patients.

"Qthers may have doubts but | have never,"” said the prine mnister.
"That's why | have trusted nyself to our own surgeons."

"W have surgeons who are as qualified as those in other countries.
Some of themmay in fact be better than them™ he told reporters after
visiting conjoined tw ns Azama and Azam Kanarul zaman at t he Kual a Lunpur
Hospi tal .

Dr Mahat hir was acconpani ed by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Moharmed Ali and Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

The seven-nonth-old girls, joined at the intestines, bladder, |iver and
partially at the heart, were separated in a 19-hour operation at the
hospital on Nov 23. The operation was carried out by a 46-nenber nedical
teami ncl udi ng specialists fromthroughout the country.

"The younger one (Azam ) | ooks weaker. | believe she was weak fromthe
begi nni ng. She probably will take some tine before she coul d be di scharged
but the doctors say she i s doi ng okay," she said.

Kual a Lunmpur Hospital pediatrician Dr Zakaria Zahari, who headed t he
teamthat separted the twins, said Azama was expected to be transferred
fromthe Intensive Care Unit to a normal ward today.

She was expected to be di scharged next week, he added.
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