25/ 09/ 2002

Mal aysia to continue to sponsor students to US

MR, Tues. - Malaysia will continue to sponsor its students to study in
the United States despite increasing pressure to do otherw se follow ng
the US Governnent's refusal to issue visas to nore than 150 US-bound

Mal aysi an students recently.

Deputy Education M nister Datuk Aziz Shanmsuddi n said the Governnent had
not deci ded whether to stop sending students to the US, but sponsored
students had options to study el sewhere.

"We have nmany alternatives. Qur students can study in Australia, New
Zeal and, Ukraine, China and even Russia."

He was opening an International Conference on Hi gher Education
organi sed by Sarawak Devel opnment Institute and Curtin University of
Technol ogy, Sarawak.

The t hree-day conference organised in conjunction with the university's
of ficial opening yesterday, has attracted some 150 academ cians from nore
than 20 countries.

Aziz said the Governnment would do its best to help the affected students
get their visas to the US so they could conplete their study there.

He said there was no plan for the Government to ask the affected
students, who were mainly Muslim to continue their studies in |oca
uni versities.

"We have not identified any local universities for themto continue
their studies,” he said.

Last Tuesday, Aziz said nore than 150 Mal aysian students who returned
hone fromthe US during their semester break could not continue their
studies after the US Government refused to issue them visas.

Foll owi ng this devel opnent, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said Mal aysia would | ook for alternatives if the US Governnent did
not change its policy towards Ml aysian students.

Aziz said the Government was al so nonitoring the activities of |oca
uni versity students due to suspicion that sone mght be nmenbers of the
Jemaah | sl am ah novenent.

"We are nonitoring the situation,” he said, adding that it was still too
early to confirmwhether any |ocal university students were involved with
t he nmovenent believed to have strong links with the al-Qaeda group

Yesterday, at least 12 nmenbers of the JI fled from Singapore after the
Government tightened security on themin the past few days. They are
believed to be in hiding in several |ocations in Southeast Asia.
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