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KUALA LUMPUR Most peopl e today are on the run the nonment they | eave
their home in the norning either for work, business neetings, golf or
catching up with friends

The bi gger and busier the place where they live in, the nore they rush.

And they probably rationalise that they are doing all this to make a
better life for thensel ves and their famlies.

The irony is that however unintentional it is, they neglect their
famlies in search for a better life.

Director General of the National Popul ati on and Fam |y Devel oprent
Board (NPFDB) Fatinmah Saad said the famly is where |ife begins and the
famly fornms the foundati on for a national environment conducive to socia
stability and econoni c progress.

The state and circunstances of fanilies, to sone extent, are reliable
i ndi cators of the general devel opnent situation of countries.

Inthis regard, famly has often been described as the first building
bl ock of society which is responsible for the human resource devel oprment in
produci ng qual ity popul ation

The role of the family in Malaysia is very crucial as the devel opnent
of the human potential is part of the nine challenges stated in Vision
2020.

Conpetitiveness, productivity, innovativeness and capability in
managenent of newtechnol ogies in Mal aysia will be deternined by the
quality of its human resources, she said.

Fati mah said the popul ati on of Mal aysia has increased from 18. 38
mllionin 1991 to 23.27 nmillion in 2000, growi ng at an average rate of 2.6
percent per annum About 63 percent of the populationin 2000 were in the
wor ki ng age group of 15-64, while 33 percent were bel ow the age of 15 and
four percent were in the age group 65 and above. The nedi an age of the
popul ati on was 23.9 years.

Inline with the popul ation increase, the nunber of househol ds have
increased from3.6 mllionin 1991 to 4.9 nmillion in 2000 growi ng at an
average of 3.4 percent per annum she expl ai ned.

PROGRESS ADDS PRESSURE ON FAM LY

Deputy Director General of the National Popul ation and Famly
Devel opnent Board Khoo Swee Khen said the fam |y, the basic unit of
society, i s experiencing change in today's scenario of rapid progress.

There is a weakening of famly ties, growi ng conflict between the
demands of work and fam |y care as husbands and wi ves wor k outsi de the
hone, thus increasing their dependence on hired naids/chil d-m nders

The growi ng concern today is the breakdown of the famly system
Parents are facing a nore hostile social environnent vis-a-vis the val ues
they would like to teach their children. Violence is ranmpant in the worl d.
Por nography in the Net and casual sex are only a few of the many threats to
their val ue system

In fact, the changi ng | andscape of the fanmly today has made it so
different inits structure and patterns that one can see t he wi deni ng gap
bet ween generations in the sane fanmly.

Reported cases of violence inthe famly, are only the tip of the
i ceberg. Several other social problenms onthe rise need solutions and
urgently, she said.



Also on the rise today are single parents and absent parents. Parents'
wor ki ng hours are | onger instead of being shorter. Contrary to what is
expect ed of advance technol ogi cal help, thereis lesser leisuretime with
the children. One comon conpl ai nt chil dren have of their parents is they
don't seemto have tine for the fanmly.

THE | MPORTANT OF FAM LY UNIT

Dr Rozumah Baharudin of Universiti Putra Malaysia said the fanmily is
the first and nost i nportant context for human devel opnent. The conposition
of the context is therefore crucial for a devel opi ng person.

The famly is the first community every child knows. Indeed it is the
fam |y that shapes the child' s character as he or she | earns val ues and
virtues as well as nores and practices in the context of the famly's
culture. Yet today, as famlies prosper and |ifestyl e change, the very
institution of the famly itself is "under siege".

That neans that any success in social engineering will have to go back
to basics, forenpost of which is that "parenting is a very chal |l engi ng task
and nust be planned wi sely."

Thus parents who performtheir parenting tasks w sely and seriously
will ensure that their children achieve their full potentials.

Duties and obligations of a parent is to restrain children from
conmtting sin, establish themin virtuous deeds, educate themin arts and
sci ences, encourage themto find suitabl e spouses, give themtheir
i nheritance at the proper tinme, said NPFDB' s Khoo.

NATI ONAL PQOLI CY MECHANI SM

NPFDB' s Fati nmah sai d t he general objective of the Board which is under
the Mnistry of Woren and Fami |y Devel opnent, is to contribute towards the
devel opnent of society through the strengthening and i nprovenent of fanily
wel | - bei ng by coordi nating, devel opi ng and i npl enenti ng national famnly
devel oprment programres.

Concerted efforts have been made by the Mnistry to gain support and
partici pati on of other government agenci es and non-gover nment organi sations
and corporate sector in order to ensure nore effective programe
i mpl enent ati on.

There are al so various other policies and |l aws that of fer protection
for fanm lies and their menbers, such as the Donestic Viol ence Act, National
Policy on Wmen, and Children Act.

This means that the authorities are well aware of the fact that the
famly is the first foundation for a strong and progressive nation, as
enbodi ed by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir's statement: "A strong
stable and healthy famly will be able to produce children who are
responsi bl e, loyal, cultured, resilient, mature and cari ng. These nobl e
qualities can contribute towards an excell ent future generation.” --
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