22 JAN 2002
Mahf uz- Ki nder gart ens
MAHFUZ DENI ES PAS- RUN KI NDERGARTENS | NVOLVED | N HATE CULTURE

ALOR SETAR, Jan 22 (Bernama) -- PAS Youth chief Mahfuz Orar today
deni ed that the party-sponsored Tunas |slamkindergartens (Pasti) are
instilling the "hate governnent cul ture” anong pre-school ers.

"To ny know edge, there are no such kindergartens in the country that
teach their young charges to hate the governnment and certain | eaders.

"Hence, |I'mcalling upon anyone who have studied in Pasti to find proof
t hat the kindergartens are pronoting such culture,” he said when asked to
comment on a report that the governnment m ght close down all PAS-sponsored
ki ndergartens to prevent themfromfurther spreading politics anbng young
chil dren.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d yesterday the
rel evant authorities would be asked to ook into existing | egislations to
see if the kindergartens have run foul of any |aw

Mahfuz urged the authorities to produce proof of PAS involvenent in
such activities.

"Any proof must be produced in the formof visuals and docurments," he
sai d.

He clainmed that the all egation agai nst PAS was an effort to boost the
governnent's image as PAS-run ki ndergartens had given a good nane to the
party.
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