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Mahat hi r - Engi neers
MALAYSI ANS NEED TO COVE UP W TH A NEW | DEAS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi ans, especially engi neers and
scientists, need to come up with new ideas, theories and skills to ensure
that the country woul d progress wi thout just follow ng "other people's
footprints", said Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad

If Malaysians were afraid to try new things, they would be "stuck in
the nmud" and end up follow ng others, said the prinme mnister

"If you believe in the spirit of Malaysia Boleh, | amquite sure in the
end, we will succeed," he said at the 30th anniversary dinner of the Board
of Engi neers.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi ans shoul d not be too orthodox, too ordinary
and too tied up to do things in conventional ways.

Engi neers, for instance, need to do things differently since they were
many things that could be done differently, he said.

He said that in coming up with new and crazy ideas, Ml aysian al so
shoul d be prepared to accept failures in the process.

"If we are prepared to take the risk, we are able to achieve it
(success) because it is all within our capabilities," he said.

"Many ideas in Ml aysia may seemri dicul ous and inpossible but we have
proven to people Mal aysia can think out new ideas and nake it work.

"I'n Mal aysia, we have do things different fromothers. For exanple,
after independence, other countries decided to nationalise all the foreign
hol dings in the country and keep their market closed while we did the other
way round by inviting foreign investors to participate in our econony and
this hel ped the country to progress,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said in solving the financial crisis that started in 1997,
Mal aysia did its own way and did not copy others.

"We do things contrary to expectations," he said.

The prime mnister called on engineers to fully use the |atest
technol ogy, especially the wirel ess technology, in constructing tal
bui l dings and in other fields.

Despite the achi evenents by | ocal engineers, Dr Mahathir said they
shoul d "get out of their cocoon” and sonetinmes |let thenselves float rather
than be rooted to the ground so that they were able "to come up with ideas
that could amend problens that help us | ead a better life."

Dr Mahathir said | ocal engi neers had made trenendous progress from

bei ng an "untrusted group” in the pre-independece era -- when they only
hel d techni cal assistants and techni cans posts despite having
qualifications and capabilties -- to a group that was able able to build

conpl ex engi neering structures and export skills and expertise abroad.

At the function, Dr Mahathir al so | aunched a book titled "Engi neers in
Nati on Bui dling" produced by the Board OF Engi neers and Pos Mal aysi a's
first day cover on BEMin conjunction with the board' s anniversary.
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