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2003 BUDGET Al MED AT YOUNGER GENERATI ON, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t he 2003 Budget tabl ed today was targeted nore at the
younger generati on.

"We spend a | ot on the younger generation including primry and
secondary school children,” he told a press conference after tablingthe
2003 Budget at the Dewan Rakyat.

He agreed with the viewthat the 2003 Budget was an i nvestnent for
future generations and differed fromprevi ous ones whi ch focused on hi gher
educati on.

The Budget has proposed RML4, 294 nillion for primary and secondary
education and RVB, 685 nillion for higher education.

The governnent is also allocating nearly RVb billion for inplenenting
t he teachi ng of Mathenmatics and Sci ence i n English between 2002 and 2008.

"W buy conputers to enhance teaching, as | said we will use conputers
to teach and not to teach English al one.

"We have to neke preparations, conputers are not cheap, they're
expensi ve; we want to use projectors, one projector costs RML3, 000, " he
sai d.

He said the teaching of Mathenmatics and Sci ence i n English woul d be
i mpl emented in primary and secondary school s.

When asked i f the governnent had made a final decision on the
i mpl enentati on, Dr Mahathir said: "Whether we start in the first year,
fourth year, sixth year, that is another matter but we nust nake
preparations.”

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked about a police report |odged against an
opposition party for hurling slander on the governnent.

He said this was probably a result of the people beginning to realise
that such actions could be reported to the police.
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