04/ 08/ 2002
“Aussi e nedia cause of differing views'

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Australia's different perspectives on Ml aysia's
Internal Security Act over the years are actually the views of its nedia,
Foreign Affairs M nister Al exander Downer said today.

He said criticisnms against the | SA had been wongly attributed to the
Australian Government when, in fact, the opposition cane fromjournalists
who were free to air their opinions.

"I disagree with the view that the Australian Governnment has over the
years been critical of the ISA " he said.

"Some Australian journalists mght have... they like to say anything
they want. This is part of the function of a free society."”

Australia, he said, did not wish to enter into a debate on the ISA as it
was entirely a matter for the Ml aysi an Governnment and people to decide.

Downer, speaking at the end of his two-day official visit to Ml aysia,
made the comments when asked whether the new anti-terror |aw being drawn
up by Australia in the wake of the Sept 11 attacks had vindi cated
Mal aysi a's use of the |ISA that provided detention wthout trial

The proposed anti-terror lawis to allow the authorities to hold
terrorist suspects for a short period.

Def endi ng the new | egislation, he said it was wong to equate it with
the 1SA as it did not provide detention without trial

"It isto allowthe Australian secret intelligence service the right to
detain people for a nunber of hours for the purpose of interview ng them™

Asked for his views whether |aws such as the | SA was needed to conbat
terrorism Downer said:

"Ml aysi a has been decisive in dealing with terrorism W are inpressed
by the strength of resolve of the Government in addressing the problem™

The M nister was al so asked on the sonetinmes stormnmy relationship between
Mal aysi a and Australia, and whet her neasures could be put in place to
prevent future differences fromdamaging ties.

Downer said people sonetinmes held different views, thus one should | ook
at the centre of gravity in the relationship and not worry about
di fferences on the periphery.

"W have substantive and strong links in various fields |like security,
education, defence, business and tourism Were there have been
di fferences, don't overstate them.. they come and go."

Due to profound strength in the relationship, he said, both countries
woul d be able to tide over differences that mght crop up

Asked whether Prime M nister John Howard should visit Malaysia to
further cenent ties, he said a visit in both direction could be useful

"That would be nice step forward in strengthening relationship. W will
have to see. It is a possibility that we can explore."

However, Downer was quick to state that there was no concrete plans at
the monent for such a nove, although a visit to Australia by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d be nmuch wel coned.

To a question that differences between Australia and its nei ghbours
could be linked to Australia wanting to be nore Western than Asian, Downer
said the question did not arise.

Australia, he said, was popul ated by people fromall over the world.

On a news report that identified Australia as one of the two countries
t hat had sabot aged potential investnent to Ml aysia, Downer said:

"W do not have any strategy to stop investnent from goi ng anywhere, but



we have a strategy to attract themto Australia.”
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