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Russi a- Medi ci ne
MEDI CAL GRADUATES FROM RUSSI A CAN EASE DOCTOR SHORTAGE

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

MOSCOW March 16 (Bernanm) -- Medical graduates fromuniversities in
Russi a are expected to ease the shortage of doctors in Malaysia in the near
future, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng sai d today.

He said nore Mal aysi ans had signed up for nedical studies in Russia
since the Mal aysi an governnment accorded recognition to nedical degrees from
five institutions in Russia at the end of |ast year.

"Maybe after four or five years, 200 people will graduate fromthe five
uni versities each year to hel p overcone the probl emof shortage of doctors
faced by the Health Mnistry," he told Ml aysian journalists who covered
the Prime Mnister's visit here.

Chua, who is anong five mnisters in the Ml aysian del egation for the
three-day visit, said the five nedical universities were anong the top 10
i n Russi a.

During his visit, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad net Ml aysi an students
pursui ng nedi cal courses in Russia.

About 90 private students from Mal aysia are now pursui ng nedi ca
courses at the Moscow Medi cal Acadeny, Russian State Medical University,

Ni zhni Novgorod State Medical Acadeny, Vol gograd State Medi cal Acadeny and
Kursk State Medical Universiti

Chua sai d anong t he advantages of studying for nedical degrees in
Russia was the | ow cost incurred conpared to studies in other countries,

i ncl udi ng I ndi a.

Citing an exanple, he said the Moscow Medi cal Acadeny, the |eading
nedi cal university in Russia, charged only US$25, 000 ( RMB5, 000) i ncl usive
of acconmpdation for a six-year course.

"This neans nore Mal aysi ans can afford to take up medi cal studies
here," said Chua, who also visited the acadeny.

Asked on the possibility of Ml aysi an nedi cal personnel being sent here
for expert training, he said the governnment m ght work out such programmes
with Russia, which has 47 such institutions.

"Russia has capability in medical science and we can enter into
menor anduns for our doctors to cone here and attend nmaster's or doctorate
courses in nmedi cal science," he said.
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