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SI VA AND M NI STRY SHOULD MEET SAYS RAI S

KUALA LUWMPUR, March 26 (Bernama) -- The Education Mnistry and
Secretary-General of National Union of the Teachi ng Profession (NUTP) Dat uk
N. Siva Subranmani am have been advi sed to hol d ani cabl e di scussi ons before
proceeding with any | egal action.

M nister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim
said the best way was to avoid | egal action and to consult w th one anot her
inthe spirit of goodw I, as suggested by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad recently.

"W cannot see any benefit of bringing the matter to court. The best
that they can dois for both parties to neet. And if they still resort to
the court after that, then it would be their right," Dr Rais said after
| aunchi ng an exhi bition on "Ml aysi a- For mati on and Chal | enges, " at the
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Menorial here. The exhi bition ends on April 27.

The m nister also | aunched two books titled "I ndonesi a- Mal aysi a
Confrontation" and "Philippines' CaimOn North Borneo" during the event.

He was responding to reports on plans by two headmasters in Johor to
file a defamati on suit agai nst Siva over allegation of racial segregation
in some 209 national schools nationw de, including theirs.

On the action that could be taken against Siva, Dr Rais said the
Educati on M nistry coul d do so under the Publications and Printing Presses
Act 1984.

"Headnmast ers and Parent - Teacher Associations (Pl BG who are not
satisfied can al so take up civil action against Siva but | suggest they
study the "cause of action"” in detail before proceeding," he said.

Meanwhi | e Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Samsudi n Gsman al so
advi sed both parties to abide by the Prine Mnister's advice to resol ve the
matter imediately in a spirit of goodw l|I.

"The matter shoul d be resol ved ami cably,” Sansudin told the nedia after
l aunchi ng a one-day seninar titled "d obalisation and Know edge- based
Econony: Issues and Chal | enges" organi sed by the International Institute of
Public Policy and Managenent (I npuma) here.

In GUA MUSANG, Deputy Education Mister Datuk Abdul Aziz Samsuddi n
cal l ed on school heads who are not satisfiedwith the allegations of raci al
segregation in national schools to discuss the matter with Siva.

He said the matter shoul d be di scussed i n a harnoni ous and am cabl e
manner to avoid dragging the i ssue to court.

"The best way to resolve this issueis tobringit to the negotiating
table to avoid prolonging it and to prevent suits and counter-suits," he
told the nmedia here.

While the ministry could not prevent the school heads fromtaking | ega
action, he hoped they woul d resort to other channels to resol ve the i ssue.

So far two headmasters had indicated they would file | egal action while
three nore will decide in the next two days.

The deputy m nister hoped NUTP woul d | earn fromthe incident.

He had earlier opened the Parent-Teacher Association nmeeting and Sil ver
Jubi | ee cel ebrations at the Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Tengku | ndera
Putera here.
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