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MALAYSI A TO HOST PBEC MEETI NG | N MAY

KUALA LUMPUR, April 24 (Bernane) -- Ml aysia has been given the honour
to host the 35th Pacific Basin Econom c Council International Genera
Meeting (PBEC I1GW which will be held for two days starting from May 6,
2002.

In a statenent today, PBEC Mal aysia Secretariat said that the PBEC | GU
woul d serve as a platformfor the international business comunity to
devel op an action-oriented agenda ai ned at enhanci ng regi onal cooperation

Wth its theme "Striving for Gowh in a Challenging Environment"”, it
al so sets the stage for debate on wi de-ranging i ssues pertaining to
achi eving econonic prosperity in an ever-changi ng and chal | engi ng busi ness
envi ronnent .

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad and d oria Macapaga
Arroyo, President of the Philippines will be the main speakers.

Heads of Governnent, |eaders of international organisations and senior
key deci sion nakers throughout the Asia Pacific will convene to discuss the
best policies and strategies to pronote faster growh in the Pacific Basin

I ssues such as the need for greater regional security cooperation, the
energence of China as a gl obal econom c powerhouse and the stagnation Japan
is facing will be delved into.

The inpact of the ASEAN Free Trade Area, the larger East Asia G ouping
now under consi deration, and noves to establish a Free Trade Area of the
Anericas will al so be exam ned.

PBEC i s an international association of senior business |eaders
representing nore than 1,100 najor corporations in 20 econoni es around the
Pacific, which account for nore than US$4 trillion (RML5.2 trillion) in
gl obal sal es. -- BERNANVA
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