31 CCT 2002
Megat Juni d- Mahat hi r
MEGAT JUNI D ON DR MAHATHI R S SUCCESS

ALOR STAR, Cct 31 (Bernamm) -- Tan Sri Megat Junid Megat Ayob today
returned to the school where he first taught 39 years ago and shared a few
secrets of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's success with the
parents, teachers and pupils.

He said there were five major | essons he learnt fromthe prine mnister
in the 25 years he served under him-- punctuality, priority, focus, good
menory and comritnent to the job.

Megat Junid was special officer to Dr Mahathir when the latter was the
Education Mnister in 1975 and remai ned i n the governnent until his
retirenent as Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister in 1999

Speaki ng at the Speech Day of Sekol ah Kebangsaan Tel ok Kechai, here, he
said that first of all, Dr Mahathir was punctual

"Fromthe tinme he started as Education Mnister until now, his
punch-card has never recorded red marks," he said.

Dr Mahathir also knew his priorities on any working day and was al ways
focused on the task at hand, he added.

Fourthly, he said, Dr Mahathir had a very good menory and knew his job

"Dr Mahathir is hands-on in every area of his work. On one occasion, Dr
Mahat hir comment ed about the dirty toilets to a director, during the
openi ng cerenmony of an immigration office at Bukit Kayu Hitam and gave a
fortnights' notice to rectify the situation, he said.

Two weeks later, Dr Mahathir returned to do a spot check and found the
toilet conditions were no different and so disciplinary action was taken
agai nst the director, he said.

Fifthly, Dr Mahathir was thoroughly committed to his work, he added.

"Dr Mahathir never raises his voice when dealing with his
subordi nates, " he said.

He said he was sharing his experiences with the parents, teachers and
pupi | s because he wanted themto adopt positive traits to achi eve success.

Megat Junid, who taught English at the school for six years from 1963,
said parents should prioritise the education of their children as it was
t he nost val uabl e i nvest nent.

"My nother struggled because she had to tap rubber to educate her
children. My nother woul d never have dreant of nmaking the haj trip to Mecca
if she had continued to tap rubber. However, because she provided her
children with education, we were able to send her for the haj seven tines,"
he sai d.

At the function, Megat Junid al so nade a RWVb, 000 personal donation to
equi p the school wth nusical instrunents.
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