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MEGAWATI TOLD TO DI SCUSS WORKERS | SSUE W TH DR MAHATHI R

JAKARTA, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- President Megawati Sukarnoputri shoul d
discuss with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad Ml aysia's pl an
to hal ve the nunber of I|ndonesian workers in that country.

She should al so take up with the Prinme Mnister, Ml aysia's
introduction of a "hire Indonesian last” policy, a forner Manpower M nister
Boner Pasari bu has suggest ed.

Boner, who is also the Director of the Centre for Labour and
Devel opnent Studi es, said that |ndonesia needed to make extra efforts to
prevent the straining of bilateral ties between |Indonesia and Mal aysia, a
country that had of fered many job opportunities to | ndonesi an workers.

"Megawati shoul d address the matter personally with Dr Mahathir because
the jobs of hundreds of thousands of |ndonesian workers are at stake...what
will their fanmilies eat, when they conme back to Indonesia w thout a job?,"
Boner was quoted as saying by the English daily "The Jakarta Post".

He said sending nministers to Malaysia to deal with this nmessy i ssue was
not going to bring about any change.

Dr Mahat hir hinmsel f had been nmaking the policies and this issue needed
to be dealt with at national |evel or Indonesia risked worsening its ties
wi th Mal aysia, he said.

| ndonesi an workers had been involved in a series of incidents with the
| atest being a ranpage at a textile factory in Nilai, Negeri Senbilan, on
Jan 17, and three days later fighting broke out anong thensel ves at
Cyberjaya near Kual a Lunpur.

In the | atest devel opnent over the issue, Ml aysia had decided to
retain only those hired as nmaids and pl antati on workers.

Megawati sent Justice and Human Rights Mnister, Yusril |hza Mahendra
| ast week to Kuala Lunpur as her emissary to neet Dr Mahathir to discuss
the matter.

Boner adnmitted that the sensitive migrant workers i ssue would be an
extrenmely tough job to try and "snooth over” at this point.

"Megawati is the President...as the nation's |eader, she should at
|l east try to speak with Dr Mahathir," Bomer said.

Till now Megawati, true to her taciturn character had not nade any
statenment on the issue nuch to the chagrin of a |l arge section of |Indonesian
soci ety faci ng massi ve unenpl oynent problens as a result of the current
econom c crisis.
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