04 DEC 2002
School s
MELAKA TO FREEZE APPLI CATI ONS FOR NEW GOVT- Al DED RELI 3 QUS SCHOOLS

MELAKA, Dec 4 (Bernama) -- The Mel aka governnment has frozen
applications for the setting up of governnent-aided religious schools (SAR)
inthe state in line with the governnent's proposal to restructure the
national school system Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhaned Ali Rustamsaid
t oday.

Comenting on yesterday's statenent by the Prine Mnister's religious
advi ser, Tan Sri Abdul Hamid O hman, that 126,000 students of such schools
woul d be absorbed into the national school systemin line with the
proposal, Mohaned Ali said that it was a very good nove.

"Besi des ensuring that the students receive quality education, teachers
of the SARwill also be accorded recognition by the governnent in terns of
better salary scale," he told reporters at his office here.

Abdul Hanmid said that the nbve to absorb students fromthe SAR was
reached at the 88th neeting of Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters chaired
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad in Putraj aya yesterday.

Mohanmed Ali said that in Mel aka, nost of the SAR are granted aid by the
state governnment and are under the charge of the State Islamc Religious
Departrment (JAIM and the nove to absorb students fromthe SAR into the
nati onal school systemwoul d considerably reduce the burden of the
gover nnent .

In JOHOR BAHARU, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said that the
state government fully supports the proposal to absorb the SARinto the
nati onal school system

He said that if the proposal could be fully inplenmented, students would
have an easier choice to nake as to whether to pursue a religious education
or ot herw se.

"W believe the new systemw || enhance the academ c educati on
facilities in the country,” he told a nedia conference at Bukit Tinbal an.

The nove to absorb the schools would enabl e allocation for education be
made directly by the federal governnent conpared to the present situation
where primary religious schools were nostly funded by the state government.

There are 8,000 students studying in 21 religious primary schools in
Johor. The state governnment allocates RMD million a year to pay for the
sal ary of teachers and infrastructural devel opnent.

He said that the federal government allocates RMBOO, 000 per year and
t he anobunt could be increased if absorbed in the event the proposal was
i npl enented fully.
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