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MELAKA TO HOLD THREE MORE TRADE M SSI ONS

By: Sha'rin Sahad

SHANGHAI , Sept 22 (Bernama) -- In the wake of the successful trade
m ssion to Jiangsu Province and Shanghai, the Ml aka governnent plans to
hol d anot her three trade nissions abroad this year

Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustamsaid this tine the trade
m ssions, to be held over the next two nonths, would head for the United
States, Holland and Indi a.

The Mel aka governnment was confident that the foreign direct investnents
(FDI') inthe state would reach its target of RML billion this year, he told
reporters here.

Mohd Ali said as of |ast August the FDI in Ml aka was RW33.4 million.

He said several firms from Tai wan, Singapore and Europe were waiting
for approval fromthe Mal aysi an I ndustrial Devel opnent Authority (M da)
before starting their operations in Ml aka.

On the week-long trade nission to Jiangsu and Shanghai which started
| ast Sept 17, he said it had created a bond between Mel aka and Ji angsu
apart fromattracting i nvestors from Shanghai

He said Jiangsu officials would reciprocate the visit next month while
70 booths at the Mel aka International TourismFair in April next year had
been booked by Ji angsu entrepreneurs.

Ji angsu Governor, Ji Yunshi, would visit Melaka in April in conjunction
with the Historic City of Mel aka cel ebrati on.

On the three trade m ssions, Mhaned Ali said the visit to the United
States was to | earn several K-incubator and information conmuni cati ons
technol ogy (I CT) programres whi ch can be applied in Ml aka.

Waile in Holland, the Mel aka del egation would visit the internationa
floral and fruit exposition, held once every 10 years, expected to draw
mllions of tourists.

Mohd Ali said Mel aka woul d i ntroduce the concept at the Sel andar
Tropical Fruits Farm to be opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on COct 3.

As for the trade mission to India, Mohd Ali said he would visit severa
conmpanies in the country's silicone valley to view investnent opportunities
there.

"W hope, apart fromdraw ng investors, to pronote tourismin Melaka in
the three countries,” he said.
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