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MAHATHI R S VI EWs ON MUSLI VS TI MELY, SAY DELEGATES

By: Muna Khalid and Rozilan Sall eh

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernanma) -- Several del egates at the Conference of
Endowrent and Islanmic Affairs Mnisters have hail ed Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s statenent today that Mislins have thenselves to blane for the sad
state of affairs they are in.

They said the Prine Mnister's views on the subject, contained in his
keynote address to the conference, were tinely am d w despread
m sconcepti ons anong superpowers about Muslinms and Islam c countries.

Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Ham d Zai na
Abidin said Dr Mahathir's candid views on the probl ens faced by Mislins
wor | dwi de was wel | received by several other countries.

"The Prime M nister was sincere and direct to the point...with the
obj ective of inproving the lot of the Muslins and Islanic countries,”" he
sai d when asked to coment on the keynote addresss.

In the address, Dr Mahathir said Muslins should not point fingers at
others or blanme Islamitself for their fate. Islamwas never wong but the
foll owers thensel ves often were wong in their interpretation and practice
of Islam he said.

"Remenber that the sad plight of the Muslins of today is our own doing,
due to our not really practising Islam" the Prinme Mnister said.

Abdul Hanmid hoped Musliml eaders would receive Dr Mahathir's criticism
of Muslinms with an open m nd.

"W hope there is a change in attitude anong | eaders of Islanic
countries following the Prime Mnister's speech,” he added.

Mohaned Al hadi Abusetta, secretary of the Libyan Peoples' Conmittee for
General Organisation for Endowrent and Zakat Affairs, described Dr
Mahat hir's speech as very clear and frank

"He puts the point on the spot. It is tinme that we say the right thing.
We don't just say things that are good only, we have to say exactly what is
our weaknesses," he said.

He said Islamc countries should start seeing everything in the right
per specti ve.

I ndonesi an Religious Affairs Mnister Prof. Said Agil Husin Al -Minawar
said he fully agreed that Islamshould not be blaned for the shortconm ngs
of its followers.

"Al'l of the Islamc principles are indeed good (but) they have got to
be i nmpl emented. |slamcannot be blanmed, it is we who are at fault," he
sai d.

Djibouti Islamc Affairs Adviser Ali Mhamad said his country opposed
the tendency anong superpowers to link Islamto terrorism

He said Djibouti had established a special conmttee to discuss the
terrorismproblem

- - BERNAMA

MUN RZS MFJ SK



	MAHATHIR'S VIEWS ON MUSLIMS TIMELY, SAY DELEGATES (Bernama 07/05/2002)

