31/ 01/ 2002
Menorandumon illegitimte children

Ram an Sai d

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - The Cabi net has directed the Wnen and Famly
Devel opnent Mnistry to cone up with a nenorandum on the probl ens of
illegitimte children.

M ni ster Datuk Shahrizat Jalil said today the Cabinet would make the
"appropriate decisions" after the nmenorandum was conpleted and its
findi ngs di scussed.

"The ministry will soon invite relevant mnistries, non-governnent al
organi sations and religious authorities such as Jakim (the Islamc
Devel opnent Departnent) to submit a nenorandum on the matter.

"My mnistry will study the nenoranda and listen to their views before
the findings are tabled in the Cabinet,"” she said after w tnessing the
wel com ng of cyclist Hasan Nawawi Abdul Rahman by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad at the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

"The matter nust be viewed not only fromthe perspective of parents of
these illegitimate children but also on howto protect the children. W
have to | ook at solutions which will give the children the dignity they
deserve. "

The plight of illegitimte children was highlighted follow ng a proposal
by PPP Youth chief T. Mirugiah that non-Mislimmnen be allowed to take at
| east two w ves.

Murugi ah said his intention was only to get the Governnent to recognise
the plight of illegitinmte babies and unwed nothers.
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