04/ 10/ 2002

PM Sportsnen | ack discipline

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad yesterday said Ml aysian sports failed to
shi ne because the country's sportsnen | acked discipline.

Despite huge funds provided by the Governnent on devel opment of sports
and efforts to inculcate fighting spirit and healthy |iving anong
sportsnen, the Prime Mnister |anented many chose to di sobey rul es and
| acked di sci pline.

One exanple is the national badm nton teamwhich he felt failed because
t he players had no discipline.

"They did not want to attend centralised training. They had becone such
great nanmes that we could not direct themto do this or that. This is the
attitude," the Prine Mnister said when asked to conment on the three
sepakt akraw pl ayers sent hone fromthe Asian Ganmes in Busan after testing
positive for norphine.

Dr Mahathir stressed that one needed to be disciplined if he haboured
any intention of becom ng a chanpion.

One exanpl e that could be studied, said Dr Mahathir, was the success of
the South Korean football team

He said the Koreans were noted for their discipline, and the foot bal
team was no exception unlike the situation in Ml aysia.
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