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KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 25 (Bernama) -- The Mnistry of Finance is stepping
up efforts to ensure all government procurenment centres or buyi ng agenci es
are ePerol ehan-enabl ed, targeting 520 centres in the Kl ang Val | ey al one
wi thin the next few nonths.

This is part of an aggressive bid to seal Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri
Dr. Mahat hir Mohamad' s vi si on of maki ng t he Mal aysi an Gover nnment t he
world' s first to trade via an online el ectroni c market pl ace.

The Prinme M nister had said this in his speech during the 2003 budget
presentati on.

"Currently 100 procurenent centres or PTJs (Pusat Tanggungj awab) are
al ready ePerol ehan-enabl ed and with another 400 or so to be enabled by the
end of the year, the Klang Valley will officially spearhead the
i mpl enent ati on of our Governnent's nationw de el ectronic procurenment
system " Dat uk Mohd Sal | eh Masduki, chi ef executive of Comrerce Dot Com Sdn
Bhd, said today.

"Utimately this neans that the Governnment will only purchase from
suppl i ers who have di spl ayed t heir goods and services i n the ePerol ehan
system" he said in a statement here today.

ePerol ehan is the nation's unique state-of-the-art electronic
procurenment systemfor Governnent-to-Busi ness (&B) exchanges that is set
to stream i ne processes and procedures for increased efficiency and
productivity.

Awar ded to Conmerce Dot Comin 1999, ePerol ehan i s devel oped,

i mpl ement ed and nmanaged by the conpany in collaboration with the Mnistry
of Fi nance.

The joint initiative has enabl ed the Governnent and its suppliers to do
online transactions via the Internet.

Wth ePerol ehan, governnent buyers can now nake nore accurate
procurement decisions, with i medi ate access to the | atest product and
pricing information avail able on-1ine thereby maki ng smart purchases
instantly, Mhd Sall eh said.

In addition, by having better managenent of purchases and paynents,
PTJs nationwide will be able to track or audit procurenent processes and
transactions at every step of the way.

This is set to | eapfrog the country's transformation to the K-Econony
and pronote the wi despread adoption of e-Commerce in Mal aysia, Mbdhd Sal | eh
sai d.

Government suppliers inturnwll be able to derive significant
benefits of increased revenue opportunities with access to a wi der base of
buyers both international and | ocal.

As busi ness operations becorme aut onat ed with ePerol ehan, suppliers
woul d have sinplified end-to-end processes and reduced admi ni strative work
resulting inimense savings i n operational costs ani dst shorter turnaround
peri ods.

Mohd Sal | eh al so called on all Governnent suppliers who have regi stered
with ePerol ehan, to get enabled with the systemin order to avoid | osing
out .

"Cetting enabled is a sinple process whereby suppliers are only
requested to spend RM300 for a mi ni numof one ePerol ehan smart card and an
ePerol ehan smart card reader," he said.

For the conveni ence of all ePerol ehan users, eP Shoppes and eP Service



Poi nt s have now been est ablished i n various strategic | ocations around t he
country to ease the enabl enent process.

Detail s can be obtai ned at www. eper ol ehan. com ny.

These centres are especially hel pful for those who have not purchased
t he necessary infrastructure to connect to the systemand t hey al so provi de
gui dance for the | ess technol ogy-savvy suppliers.

Gover nment suppliers coul d al so take advant age of the special current
offer for conplinentary data entry services in the ePerol ehan el ectronic
catal ogue for up to 10 itens where the nornmal cost to create each itemis
RML5.

Movi ng forward, ePerol ehan is on schedule to conplete its final
i mpl ementation of its systemwhen the Quotati on and Tender procurenent
nmodul es "go live" by the end of 2002.

Begi nni ng next year, all suppliers interested in participatingin
Governnent tenders will be required to submt quotations, obtain tender
docunents and subnit tender bids online.

ePerol ehan is a | eadi ng e- Governnent Fl agshi p Application project
devel oped under the Miul ti nedi a Super Corridor (MSC) initiative. Further
i nformati on on ePerol ehan can be obtained fromits website,
wwmv. eper ol ehan. com my. - - BERNANA
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