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Mer deka, patriotismand a younger generation born am d success

Shansul Akmar
SHOUTS of Merdeka in the past decade, says a pensioner, have been
soul | ess.

"Forget the early days of independence when enotions overflowed on
Mer deka day. Even in the 1970s and through the 1980s, Mal aysi ans were
still very enmptional when National Day was cel ebrated.

"I fear when the present batch of |eaders who were part of the
i ndependence struggl e pass the mantle, new and younger | eadersmay j ust
take the day as just another national |egacy that has to be cel ebrated and
not a day they want to celebrate,” the pensioner broods.

He was obviously being nostalgic and suffering fromthe syndrone "what
does the young peopl e know about what we had to go through”

But the pensioner is not wong in his assessnent either

The present generation, positioning itself as a future |eader in the
various fields the nation offers, does not have as nmuch enotional baggage
as its el ders.

None experienced the indignity of having to serve British col onial
masters, being ill-treated by the Japanese marauders, or having to live in
fear of conmunist terrorism

They are a generation born am d success.

VWil e the pensioner and those fromhis generation may |anment the | ack of
patrioti smanong the younger generation, they should actually realise that
alot of it is their own doing.

After achieving independence, that generation managed to secure, defend
and retain Merdeka for their children and grandchildren to reap

Wth that, the nation grew, albeit with hiccups, to be prosperous,
respectabl e and confi dent.

Furthernore, the nation did not grow by chance or nerely by dependi ng on
its natural resources.

It grew fromwell thought-out ideas.

From Tunku Abdul Rahman to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, each | eader
was responsible in comng up with visions which defined the nation at
every turn of its life.

Take this excerpt fromthe Tunku's speech at the inaugural Mal ayan
Federal Legislative Council neeting on Aug 31, 1955 which convinced the
British colonialists that Merdeka nust be granted as schedul ed:

"If it is delayed beyond this period, you will help spread Conmuni sm
since Communi smthrives and flourishes on colonialism It will be a very
sorry day indeed, not only for us here in Ml aya but also for the people
of England, if the Communists ever get a foothold in this country. The
Conmmuni sts have already infiltrated rubber estates, mnes, towns, villages
and what is even worse, our schools. Unless this infiltration can be
checked in time, the Communists will consolidate their position and
constitute a real nmenace to Mal ayan peace and to the peace of the world."

There was no turning back after that. Ml aya got its independence two
years later, engaged in a protracted battle with the conmunists, and the
rest is history.

A New Straits Tines reader lIdrus Abu Bakar wote in and shared a quote
fromthe Tunku in 1957:

"We pronmise to build houses instead of barracks, provide food instead of
rati ons and clothing instead of uniforns.”

That prom se seens well fulfilled today and the Tunku's successor Tun



Abdul Razak Hussein envisaged this in his speech to nove for the adoption
of the First Malaysia Plan 1965-70 in Parliament on Dec 15, 1965. An
excerpt:

"I ask this House to conmpare the nenory of the days of under-devel oprent
bef ore Merdeka and the difference between our country as it was 10 years
ago and as it stands now today as a prosperous nation to which all of us
are proud to bel ong.™

Those were trying times and much as Mal aya and then Mal aysia noved on to
chart one success after another, the failure which seens to elude the
nation is unity and the 1969 racial riots remains a black mark on its
record.

Tun Hussein Onn who succeeded Razak was very clear about it. Wen
openi ng the Umo Youth and Wanita general assenbly on June 20, 1975, he
sai d:

"Qur nation is heterogeneous or multi-racial and with nmany beliefs. It
is a fact that nust be accepted and cannot be avoided."

It was probably easier then for the generation of Tunku, Razak and
Hussein to enphasise the need for unity as the citizenry then were witness
to the horrors of racial conflict. But the racial baggage has persisted
and continues to haunt the nation even until today.

Dr Mahathir spoke of the creation of Bangsa Ml aysi a when he expl ai ned
his Vision 2020 at the inaugural National Trade Council on Feb 28, 1991
urging the nation to remain focused on achi eving the vision

"Put aside everything else, do not raise trivial matters which will not
determ ne our future. W nust think beyond, not only for today, tonorrow
or anot her year. W nust think about 30 years from now, for our
grandchildren, the future generation so that they will not be humliated
as we were humliated by others. W do not want to be hunmiliated by
anyone. W want to be a nation who can stand tall and be respected by the
rest of the world."

Absorbing all these should hel p the young generation to al ways refl ect
on the struggle of independence by the |eaders of yore.

But the patriachs should not feel too disappointed with the younger
generation if they seemless patriotic.

In fact, it was the ability of the ol der generation to shape the nation
wel | that enabled their young ones to achieve success with little effort.

If the youth too had to struggle to nove forward, probably, their sense
of patriotismand appreciation of the struggle of the ol der generation
woul d have been nore apparent.

In their suffering, their patriotismnmay even be eschewed, instead of
carrying the nation's flags, they burn the flags of others. But that,
hopefully, is not the case with young Ml aysi ans. Merdeka then was truly a
tribute worthy of the nation.
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