20 AUG 2002
Mer deka- Progr ammes
MERDEKA MONTH RELI G QUS PROGRAMVES TO START LAST WEEK OF AUGUST

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 20 (Bernama) -- Religious progranmmes to be observed
in conjunction with the Merdeka Month cel ebrati ons by Mal aysians from al
faiths in the country will start on the [ ast week of this nonth.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir said the programmes woul d begin on Aug 24 with the Buddhi sts hol di ng
speci al prayers from6.30pmtill 7amthe follow ng day at the Buddhi st
Vi hara Tenpl e in Jal an Berhal a, Brickfields.

This would be followed by the Sikh and Taoi st on Aug 25, Christians on
Aug 25 and 28 and Hi ndus and Muslins on Aug 30, he told a nedia conference
t oday.

He said texts of Friday sernon and special Merdeka Day doa sel amat
woul d be distributed to nosques.

The texts were jointly prepared by the mnistry and the Ml aysi an
| sl am ¢ Advancenent Department (Jakinm), he said.

Abdul Kadir said the Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin
Putra Syed Jamal ullail, acconpanied by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
would join fellow Muslins in Friday prayers at the National Msque on Aug
30.

He said PAS-1ed Kel antan and Terengganu state governnents have al so
agreed to organise religious programmes to nmark Merdeka Month.

The programes were one of the ways of showing gratitude to GOD for the
peace and stability enjoyed by Ml aysi ans, he added.
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