30/ 09/ 2002
Message fromthe Prine M nister

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
I WOULD |ike to congratulate the Mnistry of Agriculture for successfully
organising this Agriculture, Horticulture and Agrotourism (MAHA) Expo.

I would also like to conplinment and wi sh success to all farnmers,
fishernen and |ivestock breeders throughout the country and the wi nners in
conjunction with this year's 27th National Farners, Breeders and
Fi shernmen's Day Cel ebration. A celebration such as this is a recognition
and honour fromthe Governnent to all farnmers, fishernmen and |ivestock
br eeders.

Despite Mal aysia growing into a devel oped and nodern nation, our country
has vast natural resources, which is the basic source for agricultura
activities. Transformation in the agricultural sector should be enhanced
t hrough the use of nodern technol ogy and automation, which will result in
hi gher returns to entrepreneurs and the nation's econony.

The vision to transform Mal aysia into a world producer and exporter of
food products requires large investnents and the private sector's
managenent of commercial agricultural activities.

It is hoped that these efforts would be a foundation to expand the
agriculture industry, which has enhanced val ue added products and
conpetitiveness. Apart fromincentives and various assistance fromthe
Government, such as providing infrastructure, farmers, fishernen and
livestock breeders must also inprove their methods and transformtheir
m ndsets so that this sector is not | ooked down upon.

Self-resistance, creativity, innovation and an open mnd to changes and
devel opnent of technol ogy are necessary to face gl obal conpetition

I hope MAHA woul d be able to provide a clear picture of the functions
and role of the Governnent as a catalyst for the agricultural sector
whi ch is much depended upon as a stinulator of the nation's econony and
the prime supplier of food products to ensure a quality and harnoni ous
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