11/ 09/ 2002

Mal aysi an Aerospace, aircraft manufacturing skills acknow edged worl dw de

MALACCA, Tues. - Malaysia's capability in the aerospace and air-craft
manuf acturing sectors has been w dely acknow edged by the gl oba
community, as evident fromthe various projects undertaken by Ml aysi an
conpani es.

Deputy Transport Mnister Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said today this is in
line with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s vision to make
Mal aysi a the aeronautical and aerospace hub by 2020.

He said the | ocal aerospace industry has positioned itself al ongside
other major international players which augurs well for the future of the
i ndustry.

"W have seen remarkabl e progress in the Ml aysi an aerospace industry
and we hope this will attract nore |local and international investors to
support the growh of this high-tech and niche market.

"Where the Governnent is concerned, we will continue to provide support
to ensure the industry will excel and progress in the npost appropriate
manner to safeguard the future of the country,” he said after witnessing a
si gni ng cerenmony between Conposites Technol ogy Research Ml aysi a Sdn Bhd
(CTRM) and BAe Systens for the manufacture of structural wi ng conmponents
for the Airbus A320 aircraft.

The contract, which is valued at about RMBOO million, was signed by CITRM
chi ef executive officer Abdul Ml ek Packeer and BAe Systens Aerostructures
managi ng director Dave Giffith.

O hers who witnessed the signing were CTRM chai rman Tan Sri  Ahnad
Zaharuddi n I drus, BAe Systens procurenent director John Catterall and CTRM
board menmber Jen (rtd) Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Hami d.

This is the third contract awarded to the conpany, follow ng two ot her
contracts for the manufacture of the Airbus A300 fixed | eading edge and
Ai rbus A320 trailing edge conposite panels.

Ram i said | ocal conpanies should not rest on their laurels despite
havi ng acquired the necessary technol ogy and know how i n desi gn
devel opnent, testing and manufacturing of primary and secondary
structures.

"They have to continue to strive for excellence to gain custoners
confidence and conpetitive edge," he said.



	Malaysian Aerospace, aircraft manufacturing skills acknowledged worldwide (NST 11/09/2002)

