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Mal aysia still willing to punp mllions of gallons of scarce water to

Manan Gsman

A FELLOW journalist asked ne if he should take mineral water to Singapore
when covering the second round of bilateral talks on the outstandi ng

i ssues affecting Ml aysia and Singapore.

Before |I could say anything, he decided to take enough supply for the
three days that he would be in the republic for the talks. "I amnot going
to touch Newater," he said, referring to Singapore's water recycled from
sinks and toilets.

The contentious issue of water, a thorn in the side of Malaysia's
bilateral relations with Singapore, is expected to dom nate when the two
nei ghbours nmeet in the republic for a second round of tal ks over two days
begi nni ng today.

The neeting is the second at mnisterial level. The first round, in
Putrajaya in early July, did not make much headway. Tal ks held at senior
officers' level three years ago also failed to reach any concl usive
agr eenent .

Both parties, however, have agreed that neetings to resolve bilatera
i ssues should deal with all outstanding issues in one package, consistent
wi th the understandi ng reached between Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his Singapore counterpart, Goh Chok Tong, on the
sidelines of the Asean Sunmit in Hanoi in Decenmber 1998.

The faster they are resolved, the better it would be for the nei ghbours.

As it is, the water issue touches the nerve of people on both sides of
t he Causeway.

A recent survey by Singapore's Straits Tines, although not necessarily
representative of the views of the island republic's four mllion
popul ati on, indicated that Singaporeans had had enough of the bickering
over water and "would rather drink recycled water than depend on Ml aysi a"
for their daily needs.

Si ngapore, however, is still relying on Malaysia for half of its daily
wat er needs.

Its recent turn to desalination and recycling waste water into sonething
dri nkabl e has boosted its CGovernnment's confidence, pronpting the republic
to declare it would allowthe first of its two water agreenents with
Mal aysia to |lapse in 2011. The other is to expire in 2061. The agreenents
were signed in 1961 and 1962, respectively.

Under the two agreenents, Ml aysia supplies 350 million gallons of raw
water a day to Singapore, or half its present daily water consunption, at
a cost of three sen per 1,000 gall ons.

VWhen the first agreenment ends in 2011 the anount woul d be reduced to 250
mllion gallons per day until the second agreenent runs out in 2061

Despite a series of talks, both parties have failed to reach an
agreement on the pricing structure.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, who | ed the Ml aysi an
del egation in the first round of tal ks, said Mal aysia had proposed that
Si ngapore pay 60 sen for 1,000 gallons fromnow until 2007. From 2007 to
2011, the price is to be fixed at RMB.

Syed Hamid said after 2011, Ml aysia wants a price structure using a new
formula. This was rejected by Singapore.

Si ngapore, however, proposed to pay 45 sen per 1,000 gallons from now
until 2011, and 60 sen per 1,000 gallons until 2061

That water is becom ng scarce and turning into an extrenely val uabl e



commodity is surely appreciated by Singapore.

Havi ng a ready supply of water is indeed a blessing as residents in
Sel angor and Kual a Lunmpur would readily agree. They renmenber how di fficult
it was in 1998 when their taps ran dry, and the norning shower which was
taken for granted becane a | uxury.

The i nportance of water can never be in dispute and bearing this in
m nd, both parties should cone to an amicable settlenent.

After all, Ml aysia has already expressed its willingness to supply
water, either raw or treated, for another 100 years at a negotiated price.

O her itens on agenda are:

* The transfer of Keretapi Tanah Melayu (KTM station from Tanjung Pagar
to Wodl ands and the status of the KTM I and in Singapore;

* The relocation of the Ml aysian Custons, |Inmmgration and Quarantine
conplex which is currently in Tanjung Pagar;

* Central Provident Fund (CPF) withdrawals by Peninsul ar Ml aysi ans who
are no | onger working in Singapore; and,

* The use of Mal aysian airspace by lowflying Singapore air force jets.

Syed Hamid will again head the Ml aysi an del egati on at the neeting,
whil e his Singapore counterpart S. Jayakumar will |ead the Singapore
del egati on.
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