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Mal aysi a- | ndi a
MALAYSI A TO STUDY PROPCSED ROAD PRQIECT | N ANDHRA PRADESH

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

HYDERABAD, COct 18 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia will study a proposed manmot h
road project in Andhra Pradesh which will provide further growth to this
sout hern I ndi an state, Mal aysi an Wrks M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu
sai d.

He said he had asked the Construction I ndustry Devel opment Board (Cl DB)
to get Mal aysi an engineers to look intothe feasibility of the project and
prepare an initial report to be submtted to the Andhra Pradesh state
gover nnment .

Its Chief Mnister, Chandrababu Nai du, had i ndicated interest in the
200km Qut er Ri ng Road project which would take traffic around this city to
several destinations, he added.

"Once he has studied the (initial) report, we'll see what is the next
step," he told Bernana after Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s two-day visit to Andhra Pradesh which ended yesterday. It was Dr
Mahathir's first visit to the state.

He said Naidu's interest to get Mal aysi an i nvol venent in the project
reflected his confidenceinthe ability of the Mal aysi an contractors.

"W' ve done quite alot of jobSin India. The |Indian governnment has
been ki nd enough to continuously provide contracts. W' ve won several
tenders, " he said.

In a separate interview, Naidu told Bernama that Dr Mahathir's visit
woul d pave the way for greater interaction between the two countries,
especially for his state.

"We are working on some nore things...nmany Mal aysian i nvestors are
com ng to Andhra Pradesh to be i nvol ved in road buil ding, ports, airports
and construction activities," said Nai du, who charted a "Vi si on 2020" for
the state after being inspired by Dr Mahathir's vision to devel op Ml aysi a.

He said it was a good nove for the people of both sides to invest in
each ot her's devel opment progranmme.

He singl ed out Satyam Conputer Services Limted, agiant Indian|IT
solution provider, whichis keen to expand its operation to Ml aysi a.

"It is awn-winsituation, nore and nore interaction of the two
countries will have better chances in investing," said Nai du who was
instrumental in the launch of the Hitec City near here which was visited by
Dr Mahathir.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said there were | ots of
areas where Andhra Pradesh was i nspired by Ml aysi a.

"They are very determ ned to achi eve progress. If Ml aysi a can succeed
why can't they enmulate," he told Bernana.

Saying that the state had nunerous simlarities with Mal aysia, he felt
that it was very focused in its devel opnment progranme.

"They | ook at the future of the world GDP (gross donestic product)
which wi || be domi nated by the service sector and Mal aysia's policy
direction nowis also on the service sector, so there is synergy," he said.

"I think the PMs visit this tinme is one of the nost successful because
it's substantive," said Syed Hami d.

He too hail ed Satyam s nove to make Mal aysia a global |IT solution
centre that coul d benefit both sides.
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