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By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

SEQUL, May 23 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia will not ask for foreign mlitary
assistance in its fight against terrorisminternally, said Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad here today.

"W can handl e our own affairs without foreign mlitary assistance,” he
said in his reply during a press conference on the second day of his
three-day official visit to South Korea.

A journalist with a foreign news agency had asked whet her Mal aysi a
woul d seek US military assistance in fighting terrorismas the Philippines
had done agai nst the Abu Sayyaf group in its southern region.

He said Mal aysia had nanaged to contain extreni st groups within the
country by detaining themunder |ocal detention |aw. Authorities had
evi dence that nmenbers of the mlitant group KWM had indul ged in robberies,
killing of a local legislator and attenpting to steal weapons before their
arrest.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's relationship with the US had i nproved and
that the present Bush Admi nistration was nore appreciative of Ml aysi an
policies especially in her fight against terrorism

The Prime M nister said that during his neeting with Korean President
Ki m Dae-Jung earlier today, they had generally discussed the terrorism
i ssue -- about the causes of terrorismand how best to get rid of the
pr obl em

In reply to a question whether North Korea was a terrorist state, as
the US charged, he said that as far as Ml aysia was concerned there was no
clear evidence that North Korea was attenpting to attack anyone.

He said that he had no plans at the nonent to visit North Korea
al t hough he had visited that country when he was a Deputy Prime Mnister.

On Mal aysi a- Sout h Korea rel ationship, Dr Mahathir said he and Ki m
di scussed ways of strengthening further the current strong bilateral ties
and al so between Korea and Asean.

He said Kimwas supportive of the formalisation of the Asean+3 (Chi na,
Japan and South Korea) with the setting up of a secretariat which Ml aysia
offered to host.

Repl yi ng to anot her question, he said the Asean+3 forumwas a form of
summ t of East Asian countries.

On the Naza KIA Sdn Bhd and KIA Mbtor Conpany tie up, Dr Mahathir said
it was just a business venture to market Korean-nmade vehicles in Ml aysia.
He said it was not to be a third national car project. Malaysia's

national car project currently tied up Proton and M tsubishi of Japan.

The creation of a future national car project was al so not in keeping
with the present trend where automative conpani es were now gearing nore
t owr ds mergers.

Asked about his achievenents as the Prine Mnister, he said one of the
best achi evenment was the racial unity prevailing in the country.
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