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M SI A TO CONTRI BUTE TO LEBANON RECONSTRUCTI ON

By: Van A Hul ai mi

PARI S, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia can contribute to Lebanon's
reconstruction progranme withits expertiseinl|Tdevel opnent and tourism
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said here.

Syed Hami d, who i s acconpanying Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad to the one-day conference on the Reconstruction of Lebanon under
t he auspi ces of the French presidency at the El ysee Pal ace, said that as
Lebanon wanted to use the private sector as its engine for growth, Ml aysia
had a lot to offer fromits experience.

He said Dr Mahathir was specially invited to this pledgi ng conference
by Lebanese President Rafiq Hariri who went to Kual a Lumpur to extend his
personal invitation.

Ei ghteen countries are attendi ng the conference including the United
States, United Kingdom Canada, Saudi Arabia, Denmark and the Gul f
States,with 8 regi onal and international investnent and nonetary agenci es
including the World Bank and the | MF al so taking part.

After 15 years of war Lebanon, once a thriving financial and busi ness
centre, isnowtryingtorebuildonlongtermcommtnents fromsupporting
countries and agenci es, Syed Hani d sai d.

"Only countries that are in a position to help are invited. Lebanonis
not interested in short termhigh interest |oans, but is |ookingto long
termcommtnents on nore favourable terns," he said.

Dr Mahathir was wel coned by M Hariri on his arrival at a premer hotel
inthe city centre Friday afternoon.

He | eaves Paris for London tonight for a connecting flight to Kual a
Lunmpur Sunday.
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