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M C Assenbl y
M C GENERAL ASSEMBLY W TH A DI FFERENCE ON THE CARDS

By: S. Retnanat han

KUALA LUMPUR, May 17 (Bernama) -- The two-day M C General Assenbly, to
be held at the Selangor State Secretariat Buil ding, beginning tonorrow will
be sonewhat different from previous ones.

Apart frombeing different, the assenbly is expected to nake a | andnmark
amendrment to the party constitution to allow any of the 4,500 branch
chairmen to take on the M C president.

The 56th edition of the assenmbly will not start with the opening
address of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad as had been the
practice before but with the wel cone speech of party secretary-general S.
Sot hi nat han.

It will then proceed to seek approval fromthe 1,500 del egates, who are
di vi sional |eaders, to amend Section 58 of the M C Constitution, to allow
the party president to be chall enged by branch chairnen.

This provision requires aspirants to secure at |east 50 nom nations
(one nom nation nmust be signed by six branch chairnmen) and they nmust have
been a party nenmber for 10 years and nore.

The anmendnment, to be tabled by M C Constitution Arendnent Comittee
Head Tan Sri M Mahalingam is expected to be passed but not w thout being
debat ed by del egat es.

This is because division | eaders see the anendnent as a threat to the
power they w eld now as at present they have absol ute power in electing
nati onal | eaders.

"Wth the amendnment, they (division |eaders) stand to | ose out in
pi cki ng the president...they have been sone nurnurs anmong thembut | don't
think they will come up and speak against it totally. They will,
neverthel ess, speak about it for sure,"” said a M C | eader who declined to
be naned.

The second order of the first day of the assenbly will be the tabling
of 11 resolutions which, anong others, will call on the government and the
powers that be to |l ook into various aspects involving Indians in the
country.

The resolutions will touch on increasing Indian equity ownership in the
country's econom c pie, urging the governnent to provide nore job
opportunities for Indians in the public sector, a permanent solution to
fixed wages for estate workers, nore housing for |owincone famlies,
tackling social ills and eradication of poverty anong the |Indian conmunity.

Resol utions are al so expected to accord special attention to the | evel
of education anong |Indians and the | atest issue of the slide in Indian
students' intake into public universities.

Al t hough sonme of the resol utions have been adopted in previous years, a
debate on themis inevitable, said a party division head.

There is also the possibility of an energency resol ution being tabled
and if it is brought up, the energency resolution is expected to touch on
the use of the nerit-based systemfor the intake of students to governnent
uni versities.

On the second day, the delegates will hear Dr Mahathir, who will
officially open the assenbly. The party has to defer opening of the
assenbly to the second day to accommbdate Dr Mahathir, who is fresh from
his three-day working visit to the United States.

Party president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu will then proceed to deliver
his presidential address which is expected to dwell on education,



gl obal i sati on, know edge-based econony, estate workers, social problens
besetting the urban poor of the Indian community, social ills anong
I ndi ans, entrepreneurial and business opportunities.

The two speeches will take up half of Sunday and after |unch, the
del egates will debate on the presidential address.

Al though this year's assenbly does not seemto differ nmuch fromits
usual business, it will make history by being the assenbly that gave 4,500
branch chairnen the power to pick their president.
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