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M C OPENED 600 NEW BRANCHES | N LAST TWO MONTHS, SAYS SAMY VELLU

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 29 (Bernanma) -- The M C has opened 600 new branches
over the last two nonths, roping nore than 63,000 Mal aysian I ndians into
the party and bringing its nmenbership to a grand total of 608,000, its
president, Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, said today.

He said the party woul d open anot her 300 branches nati onwi de next year
whi | e pl ans were underway to absorb "a | ot of menbers from another party
but not a Barisan Nasional conponent party".

"W have opened 600 new branches, but we have given approval for the
setting up of 900 branches. The renmai ning 300 branches will be set up after
the M C annual general assenbly in May next year," he told reporters after
the party's central working committee neeting at the M C headquarters,
her e.

He said the party nenbership as of |ast year stood at 585, 000 but
40, 000 nanmes were struck out for not paying annual subscription fees and
with the inclusion of these 63,000 new nenbers, the M C nenbership had
reached a new record of 608, 000 nenbers.

"I'n a day, we receive about eight to 10 applications from Mal aysi an
I ndi ans wanting to set up M C branches. W have to vet these applications
as we do not want too many branches as it would be difficult to handle," he
added.

Sany Vellu also said that the party would hold its branch, divisiona
and national elections early next year. The MC currently has about 4, 000
branches with 125 di vi si ons nati onw de.

Branch nom nati ons hade been fixed for Feb 2 and Feb 7-9 while the
el ections were slotted for the third week of February. For the divisions,
nonmi nati ons woul d be on March 7-9 and el ecti ons on March 21-24.

The party had al so appoi nted a seven-nenber el ection steering
comm ttee, headed by M C veteran Tan Sri G Pasamani ckam which is now
fine-tuning preparations for the party polls.

The national -1 evel elections to pick the the top-level office bearers -
woul d be held on May 17-18, he said, adding that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad was expected to open the AGM

For the first time in the party history, he said, the MC wuld hold a
separate election for the president's post and the tussle for the top post,
if any, was expected to take place in February.

Last year, the party amended its constitution to allow for the nore
than 4,000 branch chairmen to el ect the president. Previously the MC
presi dent was el ected by divisional del egates.

"The present termof the president will cone to an end on May 27 and
the party constitution requires that a presidential election be held three
mont hs before the termexpires,"” Sany Vel lu said.

He said the constitutional amendnment al so required the branches to hold
el ections for the posts of secretary and treasurer, which were previously
filled through appoi ntment by the branch chairnen

"We found that the branch chairnmen picked their allies to sit as the
secretary and treasurer and this had caused a rift anmong nmenbers at branch
| evel but now, with the el ection, anyone can contest," he added.
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