15 JUL 2002
Ni k Azi z-Insults
DI SPUTE DUE TO UMNO S REFUSAL TO ACCEPT | SLAM C PQOLI CI ES

KOTA BAHARU, July 15 (Bernama) -- PAS spiritual advisor Datuk Ni k Abdul
Aziz Ni k Mat said the di spute between PAS and Umo arose because Unmo
refused to accept the Quran and Hadis as the main principles in the
country's legal system

"Thi s happened way back in 1951, since PAS was set up. It started
because PAS asked for only one thing, that is to ensure that the Ml aysi an
judicial systemis based on Islamc principles.

"It's wittenin the constitution of the party and country that the
mai n source of the country's judicial systemis the Quran and Hadis. W
cannot adm nister the country as we |li ke according to a systemcall ed
secul ari smand denocracy," he told reporters here today.

He said this when conmenting on the statement by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad cal | i ng on PAS | eaders to expl ai n why they were
i nsulting Umo.

Ni k Azi z said the announcenent by the Barisan Nasi onal (BN) governnent
t hat Mal aysi a was now an | sl amic country officially was i nadequat e because
it was acknowl edged by Dr Mahat hir hinsel f that there was no change in
i mpl ement ati on (of admi nistration).

"It neans that the previous Umo and the present Umo is the sanme," he
sai d.

Ni k Azi z, who is al so Kel antan Menteri Besar, said the di spute between
the two Mal ay parties woul d automatical ly end when Umo, which | eads the
federal governnent, changed t he national constitution so that it was based
on the Quran and Hadi s.

"Once Umo accepts the request to change the policy fromsecularismto
one that is based on the Quran and Hadis, the problemw Il no | onger
exi st," he said.

Then, PAS would no longer insult Umo and its | eaders because: "Wat's
t he poi nt of nmaking i nsults when Umo has accepted t he Quran. (Then) Umo
and PAS are the sane. Wiy woul d PAS i nsult PAS, simlarly, PAS would not
i nsul't Umo".

VWhen asked how | ong woul d t he di spute between PAS and Umo persist, Nik
Azi z hoped the situati on woul d not be prol onged when Umo eventual |y
accepted Islanic policies.

He al so said there were sone Umo | eaders who deserved to be insulted
because the way they fought PAS was undenocratic.

"It's not only that they don't accept Islamc policies, they go all out
to fight us, by (using) the | SA(Internal Security Act), by prohibiting
ceramah. No wonder they get insults,"” he said.

Ni k Aziz said that as a political party, PAS had the right to hold
cer amah.
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