18 MAY 2002
M C- Resol uti ons
M C URGES GOVERNMENT TO | MPLEMENT OPP RECOMVENDATI ON

SHAH ALAM May 18 (Bernama) -- M C today urged the governnment to
i npl ement the reconmendati ons of the 3rd Qutline Perspective Plan (OPP),
whi ch spells out ways to increase Indian equity ownership in the country
from1.5 per cent currently, to 3 per cent.

The party said the governnent needs to formnul ate appropriate strategies
and progranmes follow ng the OPP 3 to address the inbal ance in equity
owner shi p among the various races, especially Indians.

M C urged the governnment to establish an inplenentation and nonitoring
mechani sm under the Economic Planning Unit (EPU) or the |Inplenmentation and
Co-ordination Unit (ICU) to ensure the OPP3 targets are achi eved.

This was anong the 11 resolutions tabled and passed by the party at its
two- day Annual General Assenbly which began here today.

In anot her resolution, it wanted the governnent to provide |Indians
access to business devel opment programmes involving grants, |oans, permts,
and franchi se licenses and al so called for nore business opportunities for
I ndians in the country.

On enpl oynent of Indians in the public sector, the party wanted the
governnent to i ncrease awareness on availability of job opportunities for
themin the public sector and to set specific targets in such recruitments

"The governnent is also urged to set up a nonitoring nmechanismto
ensure that the Indians have a fair and equitable representation in
governnent service," the resolution said.

The party also wanted to see an end to the suffering of estate workers
in the country, who are nostly Indians, by paving the way for themto be
pai d fixed nonthly wages.

It further wanted the governnment to provide incentives to plantation
managenents for the introduction of new technol ogi es and i nnovati ons and to
encour age both downstreami ndustries and other end-users to invest in
rubber plantations.

On places of worship for non-Miuslins, the party said despite freedom of
wor shi p being enshrined in the Constitution, non-Mislins faced problens in
acquiring land to build their places of worship and to practise their
respective religions.

It wanted the Housing and Local CGovernment Mnistry to fornul ate
guidelines and direct all local authorities to ensure that suitable sites
are reserved for places of worship for non-Mislins before | ayout and
structural plans are approved.

The party also urged all state governnents and | ocal authorities to
give residents of |onghouses the first option to acquire | ow cost housi ng
upon conpl etion and to establish an effective nonitoring nechanismto
ensure that local authorities provide adequate social anenities such has
conmuni ty halls and playing fields.

In another resolution, the party wanted the government to devise a
clear framework of action for inplenmentation of the RO million
eradi cation of social ills programre for its inplenentation which is now
into its second year.

It also called on the Education Mnistry to upgrade the quality of
teachi ng of Malay and English | anguages in SJK (T) schools, to introduce
renmedi al programmes for the | ow achievers in secondary school s and
i ncreasing all ocations to upgrade buildings and infrastructure facilities.

The party also wanted the ministry to integrate the Pupils Om Language



(PQL) classes within normal school hours and direct all the secondary
schools to organize Tam | | anguage classes if there are 15 Tam | students,
wi t hout request from parents bei ng nade.

The party al so extended a resolution to support and thank Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for his dynam c and farsighted
| eadership that has created unity anong Mal aysi ans of all races.
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