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M GHT- MYANVAR
M GHT' S PARTNERSHI P NETWORK SEM NAR TO ENHANCE CLCSER TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysi an | ndustry- Gover nnent
Group for Hi gh Technology (M GHT) will organi se a Regi onal Technol ogy
Part nership Network sem nar fromAug 19-21 in Yangon Gty.

The aimof the seminar is to further enhance technol ogy and economi c
col | aborati on between Ml aysi a and Myannar .

The focus will be on the infrastructure devel opnent of Yangon City and
M GHT' s invol venent is to support business opportunities for Ml aysia and
Myanmar, said M GHT joint-chai rman (Governnent), Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Zaharudin
| drus.

Speaki ng at a nedi a conference after M GHT's seventh annual genera
neeting here today, Dr Ahmad Zaharudin said the partnership network was
devel oped partially with a viewto increase partnership within Asia and in
particul ar Asean nmenber countries.

He said Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d address
t he sem nar.

Dr Ahnad Zaharudin, who is a science advisor to the Prine M nister,
said the Myanmar's senminar will also be assisted by the Institute Sultan
| skandar (1Sl) of the Universiti Technol ogy Mal aysia which specialises on
tall buildings and city devel opnent.

Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Tajuddin Ali, MGHT' s joint-chairman (industry), said
t here were new areas which M GHT needed to focus on like
t el ecommuni cati ons, marine and of fshore technol ogy, sea transportati on,
general aviation, advanced manufacturing and automative industry.

He said M GHT Interest Goup (MG had been forned in those areas for
i ndustries concern to work collectively to solve problens and identify the
chal | enges ahead.

For instance, he said, national automative industry will be facing
stiff challenges fromconpetitors within and beyond the region with the
energence of Asean Free Trade Area (AFTA) next year

He said small and medi um si ze vendors, supplying conponents to the
national car projects, would have to | ook at ways to ensure their viability
and conpetitiveness in the |iberalised nmarket.

"In that sector we have a grouping there and conponent nmanufacturers
and suppliers can act as an industrial group to |look into the chall enges
and how to have a policy action that needs to be taken by the government,"
he sai d.

Dr Ahmad Taj uddin al so said that the Advanced Manufacturing Institute
(AM) will be operational in July and would of fer special courses such as
robotics for industrial workers.

M CGHT, a non-profit organi sation, was established in 1993 to pronpte
hi gh technology to the I ocal industry. -- BERNAMA
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