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Rai s- wat er
MALAYSI A HAS THE RI GHTS TO REVI EWWATER PRI CE, SAYS RAI S

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 15 (Bernamm) -- Malaysia has the rights to reviewthe
price of water supplied to Singapore because water is part of its national
asset, said Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Seri Dr Rais
Yati m t oday.

"Whoever says that Mal aysia has lost its right is not true and thereis
no | aw which can strip a country of its rights over water or |and," he said
on Singapore's claimthat Malaysia no | onger has the rights to reviewthe
price of water it supplied.

Speaking to reporters after recieving a call fromJustice WII|iamRose
fromthe United Kingdomat his office here, Rais said to say that about
Mal aysi a woul d be an extreme interpretation of the | aw

"The (water) agreenents were nade was during a period where condition
was different fromthe present, and as stated by Prime M nister (Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad) the water i ssue nust be based onreality and the
reality is that the price nmust be reviewed," he said.

Dr Mahathir had told reporters after a neeting with nenbers of the
I nternational Advisory Panel of the Multi medi a Super Corridor at Cybervi ew
Lodge, Cyberjaya last nonth that it seenmed Singapore did not want to accept
the reality that the price of three sen per 1,000 gallons of water it was
payi ng Mal aysi a now was too | ow.

The price was provi ded under the two agreenents signed in 1961 and
1962, which will lapse in 2011 and 2061 respectively.

When asked why Mal aysia did not reviewthe water price in 1986 and
1987, the years when a revisi on was due, Rais said Singapore should not use
it to penalise Mal aysi a because they had not seen the real situation.

"The real situation is that the provision of water is subjected to the
source whichisin Malaysia, and it is not |ike selling ~kacang goreng'
(fried nuts) or wheat. It is the provision of a basic need of life, which
is water," he said.

On his neeting with Rose, Rais said it was to discuss a training
progranmme for Mal aysi an judges to further streanline the adm nistration of
cases in Ml aysi a.

"We have actually started a few exchange programmes where sone of our
judges had actually been to UK and placed in certain judicial
institutions,” he said.
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