10 MAR 2002
Chan-party
M GRATI ON OF BN COVPONENT PARTY MEMBERS NOT ENCOURAGED, SAYS MCA VP

KUALA LUWPUR, March 10 (Bernama) -- Mgration of Barisan Nasional (BN
conponent party nenbers i s not encouraged, sai d MCA vi ce- presi dent Datuk
Chan Kong Choy today.

"According to BN tradition, we do not encourage nigration fromone
party to another especially within the BN. This is sonething that we
certainly do not encourage,” he told reporters after opening the 7th
general neeting of the Sel ayang Bahagi a Ut ama Umo Branch here.

Chan, who is al so the Menber of Parlianment for Sel ayang and Deputy
Fi nance M ni ster, said frustrati on anong party nenbers coul d be one reason
for such mgration.

If party | eaders were nore caring, all problens faced by people in
their respective areas coul d be overcone, he said.

"As | eaders, we shoul d not negl ect probl ens faced by the people. W
shoul d a problemas not inportant and | eave it to the branch to tackle," he
sai d.

Earlier in his speech, he said the tradition of inviting a | eader from
anot her party to open a general neeting of a BN conponent party reflected a
cl ose cooperation and under st andi ng anbng party nenbers.

The tradition was started by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad who frequently opened MCA annual general neetings, he said.

He said the cl ose ties anobng BN conponent parties were necessary to
further strengthen nation-building efforts.

"When we can practice tradition such as this, it neans that there are
cl ose ti es anbng BN conponent parties and | hope this tradition could be
expanded to all levels of the party," he said.
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